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a1 wais Tweniy
ciehl wvears old
when | wuas an
dinned by Arch-
bishop Parrado
ol Grranada. He
el mmany Voars
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ing Lo the Pon
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0. Whew i vomi forst gir fir Coatrgaban-
detd villeige congd why?

A, | wenl eight days after the first ap-
parition. | wenl there because Bishop
Doroteo Fernander called me, He was
actually the Apostolic Administr=*~r
ol the dincese. Since | was a pric
whom he trusted, he wanied me 1o go
there as an observer and 1o repon
back 10 him my impressions ol every-
thing thai | had seen. So | weni there
about eight days after the lirst appar-
ition because the Bishop told me (o
I

U, Hema! maceny fimes el venid vt the
vitlage during the vears of Dhe veaer-
ted apparttions ?

A | wenl only twice alier that by
order of the same Bishop

0. D vou witne ss any of the four
girly i ecstasv? I 5o, ease descrbe
wiledd vena seow el Deaard, Wil wie're
Verir [mrpressiony

A, Yes, Yes, | saw them in ecstasy.
Ihat 15 what they were calling a psy-
chological trance. | believe il was a
rance bul ol as decp as ong = first
ipression hecause they were going
i s ol ol eostasy, ossiad thal 1 se-
levied that it was a trance and (his is
whal astonished the people amnd made
them belicve 1l was supcrmatural. My
impressions were thal of @ speclalor
Wil soe, We'll see whal happe ns
hecause with this type of thing we

canmd be r||\.|r._'|_|
U, When werr Yioore aivin@rito e e

Saniinder diogese Was this vy
firsi diocese as Bishop!

As D was given the diecese on Decem
ber 4, 1971, and came here on Jan
wary 16, 1972, This was the first amd
last diocese that | had as a residemt
bishop, | was here [or 20 vears, Be
lore thal | was in Jerez de la Frontéra
in the arca of Cadiz which belonged
to the diocese of Sevilla. | was put in
charge of that region of Cadiz by the
Cardmal of sevilla performing my
duties as would any other bishop, To-
|J:i:-. il i RN ] |;_‘|:||:1|_'|_':--._'_

Q. Since the beginning of the repor-
ted apparitions, how many Bishops
preceded vou?

A. Many, There were many il we
consider that some were Bishops and
soame were Apostolic Adminisiribors
because during those vears, there wis
a lot of movement in the diocese of
Sanlander, There was Donoleo Fer-
nandéz, Eugenio Beitia, Vicenic
Puchol, Ennique de Cabo, acling
Huishop but titular vicariate. and then
cinnee Jose Maarva Corarda sbwe o e
lime was [aking care of the discese ol
Bilbao as Auxiliary Bishop and Apos
tolic Administrator. Another Bishop
came called Rafacl Torrija de la
Fucnic, and then | camie in 1972

Q. Ism 't it trwe that ol o il Mg

Hishops, vow cre the onlv one who

i :
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Uty ?

A. | think s0. | think [ am the only
one. 1 have heard it said thal Conching
fell imto ¢cstasy in front of Bishop
Puchol bt | am not sure. Yes, | think
that | was the only one who saw the
Ceslasics

Q. Dhid vou ever imagine thar God
wonld place vouw in sich a weigue si1-
TN

A. | have always tried to be in the
hands of God, 1 always try regardless
ol whether o1 a difficull sitwation or
a joylul one, and this one (Garaban-
dal) is both hard and joviul a1 the
same time E

Q. When did vou remove all the re-
shrrcinew s Il thee preevious Bishops
imprexsedd on the priests amd why?

AL o't remember clearly the ¢xact
date. It was dong sicp by step. 1 okd
the pasior to sian |Femovang the rgs-
trnctwons | and then il was announced
publicly. Bul | don’t remember the
exact date. | thank i1 was aboul six
vl Delone | retimed wlnch waes lasl
e L R T

. Heove the Gurretraalal appwariiions
ever wen comrdfemmned by the Chenely?
AL Mo The previous 15|l\.|‘}i|'|1'\ did miv
Admnt that the APPArTTINS WG SUper-
riatueral bl 1y condemn them, no., thet
vl s mever Been used



Bishop Del Val

Q. When alid vorr reewoen the siely of
Hhe arpysereitiones ained wilves died the
whiaelv ? Homa wieis of comteliicted cinied
wliesd wiks £ comieleled !
AL I was Timished in April of [
dunng a reunion we held i Madrid
bt it was not opened on a specilic
date. Iowas commeneed about six
wears carlier, taking notes o the cir-
cumslances here and there, In the be-
ginning. we were going litle by linle
s0 il 1ook aboul six or seven vears be-
fore the study was concluded

Lintil then | had gone by what the
other Bishops had done. They had
said o, bt il seemied to me that |
should personally do something my-
scif. 1 necded to do a personal inves-
ligation because the responsibility
demands this of onesell, 1 had 1o do
something aboul it because | thought
something serious had happened in
Garabandal. It scemed 10 me that be
cause it was so serious, | had to find
oul for myself exactly what happened
{haerie,
). Whar has become of the results?
A. The results were taken 1o the Holy
See, o the Sacred Congregation for
the Dociring of the Faith, That is
where you have to take things like
this so that 15 where the documents
are. They were given 1o Cardinal Rat-
FINger.
). Were the Garabvndal Messages
Fenwered Tey B theedlenereed v cowreet ol
i aecordance with the leachings of
the Catholic Church?
A. [ think ves. Theologically comect,
ves. But one of the details bothers
mc: “Many bishops and cardinals are
walking the path of perdition.”™
seciis oo mie fo be o bl severe, How
ever, the Messages do nol say any-
thing that is against the doctrine of
the Church
Q. When and why did vou retire?
A. I retired because of my age. The
Church reguires all the bishops of the

workd, and we are mwwe than 000,
when we reach the age of 75 0 wrilc
a letter to the Pope felling him of the
date we became 75 years old so thal
the Holy Father can start looking for
a replacement, That's what | did. My
T5th birthday was June 13 of last vear
[ 1999 | and | retired on Seplember 249,
Q. Dar vourr herve anv special plenes for
thee frodnre ?

A, Yes, My first plan is 1o pray mone
thian before because now | have mworg
Limke and 50 that is ong of my firsi
plans. o dedicate much more (ime 1o
prayer. My second plan is 1o help the
underpnvileged, My third plian is
well 1 used 1o write before becoming
a hishop and then after | became a

Br"l.l’.lr.l_f.ll el Vil .r.'urfnj.-l the imferview,

bishop, | didn’t do it anymore becanse
there wasn't any time For thal. 1T you
wanl 10 be a pood bishop, there is no
time 1o wrile hecause you have 1oo
mich wiwk, Bl thait™s whit 1 plan o
do now. AL the time | was Bishop, |
didn’t do it because il you spend time
writing books you aren’t going 1o do
your job well. | wsed w think that
someday when | retire | will become a
wrriler again, So 1 am writing a book
whiich will take amdher yewr and a
hall before it is finished. 1 am think-
ing that the titke can be, “The Chris-
tian in the Year 2000, Tt will be a
hook aboul woday s culture in Europe
and how it inMwences our Christian
lile and how as Christians, this cul

P Fes o respsond to Coond ol 1o thwe
service ol man

Q. As “Mowhier of the Redeemer™ and
“Mother of the Church™ wiar kind of
eflect oy voun befieve Our Blessed
Mother will heve ov the life of haman-
i’

AL In response o this guestion, the
first thing that comes 1o my mind is
the life of Cardinal Wysz vasky from
Peslandd. You koow he was a cardinal
there during the times of the most difl-
Bcult conditions. With imperial com-
munism the Church was so oppressed
willy s much persecution, there was
nay freedsm, vel in bis worsh mament,
Cardinal Wyseynsky entrusied his
Mok 1o the Blessed Mother, Our
Lady of Crestochowa, In thal extremc
maoment, the Cardinal in his faith
found his refuge in the Blessed
Muother because she is the one who is
gomg o save the faith. In this gues-
tion 1 am able W identily with Cardi-
nal Wyszynsky since | think, like he
didd. thit the Blessed Molher is the
one who will save the faith.

Q. Dy von believe that the Messapes
are the most impeortent poel of Geara-
bangdal ?

A. For sure | consider the Messages
important, because they are imporiant
in the arca where il is similar 1o
Lowrdes and Fatimea, 1L is important
Foor us Christians o live what the
Moessapes of the Blessed Mother are
saying. il we consider that she could
have said them—but I'm m saying
that she did. since this would be ad-
mitling that the apparitions are e
and 1 canmol o (il because the
Charch bas mot yel said so. The
Charch s the one that has the last
wurd,

Al the close of this guestion and
answer session, Bishop del Val Gallo
added ths imeresting comment: | am
gratelul for your visil. it has been
very meaning ful
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