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Falher Benac in front of the sadality

The Remarkable mwm o
Father Benac, S.J. Fiouommem:

him. On January 29, when he cele-

- = i brated his 90th birthday, the Seva
A timely tribute to the senior member of the  Niketn Chapel was packed with

well-wishers Tor the Mass he concele-

Garﬂhan{!al apﬂgmlate whn_reachea some a2 Wl (i S Seicsis A chead

rather uniqgue milestones this year. number of congratulatory messages
were read. On November 1, he will

By Marie Fit=Parrick celebrate TS vears as a Jesuit and on

November 21, will commemaorate the
bestowal of his Holy Oeders (60 years ).

Father possesses almost unlimited
energy and manages 1o devote him-
self 1o many activities. Since 1933 as
MNatonal Sodality Promoter, he has
been involved in managing and ne-
bailding the Sodality Retreat House
in Bombay and has toured the conti-
nenis secking benefactors for that
project,

In 1974, alter meeting Conchita
Giongales, o seer of the Garabandal
apparitions, Father became inlerested
in Cracwbandal and with ks inwelli-
pence, resourcefulness and command
of languages, soon became the Na-
tienal Garabandal Coordinator for all
India. In this capacity, he is the editor
of the informative publication THE
CALL OF GarARANDAL. He 15 conver-
sant with and enjoys the friendship of
all the people at the heart of the Gara-
bandal apastolate and is considered
an authonty on the Garabandal
cvents, Father says that working for
Garabandal is a “call.” a special grace
from G,

This giant of a personality,
crammed into an average sized body,
15, il bmes, known and idencified ac-
cording 1o the various facets of that
personalny: Our Lady's Beggar, Our
Lady’s Dynama, The Firebrand, The
Irequent-Flying Father.

He loves two mothers passionately,
Mother Mary and Mother India. In
timwes of need and disaster, he doesn’™t
dilfereninte belween them. When
Maother India suffers, Mother Mary
also suffers. So he must act.

Leam more about Father Benae
and hus apostelate through his own
words and works.

1 was bom on January 29, 1904, in




The Warning and Miracle:
Setting the Record Straight

HEM MED]A REFOIETS AN-
nounced that a comel was 1o
strike the planet Jupiter on

July 16, 1994, some people began to
speculate that it could be the Warning
prophesied at Garsbandal, After all,
didn™t Conchita once say that it would
be like two stars crashing together?
And wasn™ it to happen on the feast
of Dur Lady of Mount Carmel, the
title under which the Blessed YVingn
appeared ot Garabandal? Even a
Garabandal promoter (not affiliated
with The Workers of Our Lady of
Mount Carmel) appearing on EWTN,
implied that the Warning could possi-
bly develop out of the predicted cos-
mic collision,

As we all know, the Warning
didn’t happen and many who were
either uninformed or misinformed
were sadly disilluzioned. Becowse of
the letters and phone calls that have
come to us asking for clanfcation,
we would like 1o address the issue,

First of all, just what did Conchita
iy aboul two stars crashing topether?
In Aupust, 1980, she was intervicwed
by the BBC for the “Everyman”
series, Regarding the Warning, she
said: .o me, it"s like two stars that
crish and make a lot of noise and 2
fol of light but they don® Fall, . itcs
something that's not going w hurt us
hast were poing 1o see it In that me-
MENT We're Foing 10 see ol co-
sclence,”

The comet, or fragments thereof,
scheduled to hit Jupiter {and eventu-
ally did) bardly filled the bill. First of
all scientists wold us from the very he-
ginning that the collision would not
be visible from earth, so how could
we “see it™? Second, and more impors
tamtly, neither Conchita nor any of the
olher visionaries ever said the Warn-
ing was in any way related 1o any nat-
ural phienomenon. In Ociober of
1968, Mr. and Mrs. Robert Froclich
of Mew York said to Conchita: “We
have heard that the Warning will be a

matlural phenomencn bul will be wsed
by God 1o speak to mankind.” Con-
chita replicd: “The Warning is some-
thing supernatural and will wor be ex-
plained try soience.” (See the Special
Edition of Garaparpal Magazine on
the: Warning and Miracle, puage 12.)

In early Auguse, 1994, 1 asked
Conchitn personally if the meteories
that struck Jupiter beginning on the
feast of Our Lady of Mount Carme|
had any signilicange o Garabandal
and she said absolutely no sizoili-
calnge:,

We strongly discourage
anyone from making plans
at this time to be in Gara-
bandal in anticipation of
the Miracle next year.

The Greal Miracle

Rurmiors ahound that the Miracle
prophesicd at Garabandal will cceor
on April 13, 1995, We would like to
miake i clear thar these rumoes have
not come from the New York Center.
Mo one knows the date of the Miracle
except Conchita and she has said
nothing on the subject.

Onece again, we are dealing here
with speculation thal can potentially
have harmful repercussions for the
Carabandil movement. It can't help
the cawse if thousands of people
gather in Garabandal ar 830 at night
next April 13th waiting for a miracle
that can't happen because the Wirn-
ing hasn’t happenced and Conchita
hasn't made the eight-day announce-
ment ahead of time. Publicity for
such an eventuality, especially if
picked up by the media, could have a
devastating effect on the credibility of
Giarabandal in the minds of many
who perhaps are not familiar with the
events and the conditions that must

[irst be meet before the Miracle can
take place.

Therefore, we strongly disconnare
aryene from making plans af tis
e o be fer Crarabandal in ansicipa-
don af the Miracle next vear. The
Wormne peeest come JTest amd only
alter that event showld sonvone plan on
aning to Garabandal for the Mircle.

Let’s set the recond straight. Con-
chata s the only person who Enows
the date of the mirele. This s what
she told us: The Miracle will occur
betwesn the Sthoand 16U of March,
April, or May on a Thursdey w8230
pom. {Spanish time) in the village of
Ciarahandal, [t will be on the feast of
a young marlyr of the Encharist and
will coincide with a great eccclesiasti-
cal event in the Church (which has
happened before but never in Con-
chita's lifetime).

Famally, our Anaual Trp o Gara-
bandal for a Haly Week Retreat and
Easter Sunday in the village 15 in re-
sponse 1o Our Lady's request to “think
of the Passion of Jesus.” [L never was
or ever will be in anticipation of being
in Garabandal for the Miracle.

Onthe Micacle, il concerms me to ne-
recetve letters from sick and hande-
capped persons who express anxiely
hecnuse they can't afford a tickel or
have o one to go with them. This is
what 1 tell them, *Don’t worry, after
the Warning, the sick and afflicred,
who are the jewels of the Church, will
b treated with the greatest care and
consideration because the conscience
of the world will have been correc-
ted.” Our Lady told us, “Everything
will go well on the day of the Mir-
acle”

[f wou have any gquestions about
this issue, please write w me directly,
Toey Lomanging, PO. Box 606, Lin-
denhurst, NY [1757 and [ will answer
vou personally. Let's do our best 1o
keep the record straight. O

JOEY LOR AN
J".'r.I'JIr.-r-e'ﬂ-mJe't“l'-
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In 19748, Fother Benas inter-
viewed visionary Mari Lali
LaFlour at her home,

Burgos, Province of Old
Castille, Spain. My [a-
ther, Maring, was born in
the lttle town ol Benac,
French Pyrences and my
mother, Maximina, in
Estella, Mavarra. Out of
cleven ehildren, T am
number seven and by
now the only surviving
member of the family in
the direct line, Twe sisters, Maria
Tosefa and Maria Rosario both gone
o the Lord, had been members of a
Secular Institute. A thind sister, Mana
del Camina whao dicd on March 5,
1993, was a member of the Religious
of Mary Immaculale whose Foun-
dress was St Vincent Mara Lopezr v
Vincuia, On various assignments as
Superior she had travelled a lot; fol-
lowing a car accident, she was bed-
ridden for 17 vears. She olfered all
her suffenings for my apostolae.™

Mt the time of Francis's linh his
Father was assigned o the Adminis-
trative Garmisoen in Barcelona, Later,
in 1908, when his father was appain-
ted Administealive War Conunissar in
Melilla, Spanish Moroceo, the entine
Famnily moved there.

Eack in Spoin: “my first encounter
with the Society of Jesus was as a
member of the Students” hMaran So-
dality. It was the late Brother Remigo
af the Brothers of the Chastion Doc-
trine and Father James Balasach, my
professor at St Joseph’s College n
Walencia, who inspired me to join the
Society of Jesns.

“My vocation as o missionary was
the result of much praymg durng a
six day gunded retreat and thinking
how [ could thank God for the gift of
foith gaven to me. T felt that as @ mis-
sionary [ could share it with millicns
of people.

“After having read much about
Iidiin st the 40 millaon wolouch-
ables at that time who had hardly any
human rights in society, 1 felt an uree
o go there”

Enter Garabandal

“Um Seplember 18, 1966, while in
Colomba (5ri Lanka) miving a confer-

ence oin Sodality Promotion at the
Sisters” Maran Hosel, alter Mass a
Sister gave me a book titled UspER
THE SHanow oF Gon, Ths lide book
dealt votally with the Garabandal ap-
paritions. However, on my way back
o Spain, 1dida™ bear a waord alxout
them.

"It weas Tater in 1968 when T was
giving a retreat to the Sister Servants
of Mary in Bronx, Mew York, that I
was introduced to Dr. Jerdnimo
Daomingues, a surgecn, and his wile,
Ciladys, who had been o Garbandal
during the appariticns and made a
documentary about them. Providen-
cially it was he who brought Conchita
Giongalez to the United States for the
first time, helping her to obtam a
nur=e"s diploma. On January 27,
1974, Dr. Dominguez and his wife in-
troduced me to Conchita. T inter-
viewed her at length”

Joey Lomangino's Trips to India
"It was on November 5, 1973, al the
mvitation of the lae Cardimals Vider-
jon Gracias and Parecatol, that Jooy
Lomangino come to India, On arrival
in Bombay, [ introduced him to the
Cardinal. Joey's tour of the country
panticularly in Madras, Bangalore, Er-
natkulam and Cochin was really spec-
tacular, | can recall many instant heal-
ings worked while JToey hlessed the
people one by one with his relic
medal. Finally, the unexpected hap-
pened, The City's Municipal Corpo-
ratacn held a dinner i his lonor,
which was atlended by aver 1,000
pesople,”

Again on Movember 5, 1977, Jocy
was invited for a second time o
India. Al Don Bosco's Grounds an
altar was erected for Mass, Cardinal

Below, with Jeay Lomanging
and Marie FitzPalrick, author af
this articla, at the New York
Center [n 1935,

Gracias, on climbing up (o
the platform said: “This is
the second largest sather-
ing 1 have had since my cl-
evation o the Cardinalate.”

The First International
Congress on Garabandal

"By nexn encownter with
Jocy Lomangino was at the
[nternational Garabandal
Marian Congress held at Lourdes on
Avgust LB, 1978, altended by over
300 delegates from 26 countrics. [t
wirs then that Joey imvited me o 2o 1o
the United States to be o guest
speaker al Garabandal Centers across
the cowntry.”

RBepons on the Congress have this
1o =iy about Father’s presentation o
that event: “When the lively Father
Benac came forward the listencrs
saluted his courage and determination
as he packed volumes o the scarce
15 munutes alloted o im. He con-
cluded his presentation by exhorling
all the delegates to unite with Jocy
Lomanging to he sure the Message
reaches mto every cormer of the earth
—immediately!”

Adter Mass ot the Groto, o memo-
randum was prepared to be presented
1o the Bishop of Samander and Father
Benac was entmisted to deliver i,
When he read the note to the Bishop
amd came (o the request, ., “that he
(the Bishop) wmevite all the living wil-
nesses of Garabandal to bring their
testimemies for lns archives hoefome 1
15 ton late, which would he an ir-
reparable loss in our opinion,” the
Bishop just smiled. “We are praving




FATHER BENAC

for you that the Holy Spirit may
enlighten, guide, and give you strength
10 bring toa happy end these mysteries
of Garabandal,”

Trours

Sinee 1974, Father Benac has re-
corded visits w over 100 countries on
every continent of the world seeking
hencefactors 1o help him support and
repair the National Sodality House
which he maintaing and supervises in
Bombay. His very convincing appeals
had brought him to the attention of
Pope Pius X1 who relferred to him as
“Ohr Lady's Beggar™

Father also uses these opponuni-
ties to speak about Our Lady’s gea-
ciowes visis o Garabandal giving the
world her Messages off love, mercy
and hope. He may descrbe the
theilling experience he shared with a
gronp of English pilgrims on June 13,
1978, an the Pines when the Mimcle
of the Sun was spectacularly repeated
for thems, He may relate some of the
many unusuiel and unbelievable hap-
penings he experienced os he carried
Onr Lady's Messages throughout the
wiarld; of the ineredible cures that
happenad before bis eyves when using
the Garabandal “rehe,” live of which
have been declared as actual mira-
cles; meetings with many people at
the hean of the Garabandal aposto-
late; and of his hopes for the futare,
He is likely to conclude with a state-
ment that reveals the strength of his
inner conviction and the liveliness of
his faith in what Our Lady is doing
For the world, “Garabandal for me is
the final dramatic confrontation be-
tween Satan and the Waman of the
Apocalypse.” When Foather Benas
teured the United States i 1979, he
visited 0O major Gurabandal Centers
and lefl people cager w corry forward
Owr Lavdy s Message. He met with an
equally eathusiastic reception when
he went “Down Uncler™ to Australio
and New Zealand visiting 1T Centers.
In Otober, 1981, speaking in Dublin,
Ireland, at one of the 20 Centers he
vigited, he elecirificd an audience of
B KL The Chnstian Brothers who
wene host to Father that evening,
“were fascinated by the energy and

Father Benac, third from the right next 1o Jaay and Marklynn
Lomangino, with other guesis at the 1978 Lourdea Congross,

vitality of this “young” clderly man
whose infectious enthusiasm for Our
Lady’s cause was so obvions.” Re-
ports like this are the usual manilestia-
tions of his visits from many of the
Centers aroumd the world.

O his towrs, he also bad met with
and imterviewed three of the seers and
their hushands (hiving in the Unied
States); members of the original com-
mission; D Ricarde Puncerma, 2ioi-
nent psychiatrist from Barcelona; nu-
merons Crarabandal promoters, priests
and writers; and had & number of au-
diences with His Excellency Jean An-
tonio del Val Gallo, who was Bishop
of Santander for some 20 vears,

In December, 1980, the BBC wle-
cast on the "Everyman”™ Series, the
documentary “Garabandal—Afer the
Wisions™ which was highly suceessful
and won an award for religious pro-
gramming. In October of 1981, Fa-
ther Benac had the occasion 1o inter-
view the producer of the program,
Bill Nicholson: “[I asked him] why
he produced such a program for a
non-Catholic country, a non-Marnan
countey and himseIl net a practicing
Catholic. He explamed how at lirst he
had refused but after hearing from an
cirlier documentary produced by
Dick Everson of Minncapaolis (Min-
nesobs, LEAL, the Messages deliv-
eree by Our Lady, he said 1o himself,
“Thisse messages are meeanl nat only
for Christians but for' the whaole
world. T will gamble with my repu-
tation and the BEC's money and
will make 111 To my question as
to how many copyrights 10 TV sta-
tiens had been solbd, he answered, “In
less than two months 64 had been
sold.” Asking him funther, “In such a
case, how many people have received

Our Lady’s Messages? He answened,
*One hundred and fifty million.” Our
Lady"s desire will be fulfilled ™

Healih Prablems

Soon after returning from Spain and
pechaps due 1o the exertion during the
many months there, Father Benac de-
velaped o cordine condition on New
Years Day, 1993, This necessitated
hospitalization and he was confined to
the intensive care unit for a few days.
He retirned back o the Sodaliy
House and was advised o go slowly.
Fle has now fully recuperated and is
back directing his apostalate.

His Wishes

Fother Benac has two wishes he cone-
tinually petitions for: “1 asked Saint
Franciz Xovier for the privilege of
being able 1o work actively until the
cod of my lifc and., so far, he has ob-
tained that from Our Loed for me.”

His other wish is that, “T die in
India.” How could the Lord refuse
such a request from a loyal and com-
passionale son who has spent the
greater part of his life canng for the
sppiritual amd matenial needs of His in-
digent children.

Father Benac concludes, *As lor a
message to all promoters of Our
Laddy's enteeaties, let this be my
prayer for all: Privileged as we have
been to be chosen by Our Lady to be
her world heralds, let us through
prayer and by oflering sacrifices ask
that the rainbow of her promised
AVISO ond MIRACLE may shine
a0 in the =ky for all to belicve and
brimg pesce (o the world, Let us make
many sacrifices; think of the Passion
of Jesus and let us confide 1o Our
Mather all our hopes.” O
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