Priests-Beloved Children of the Virgin

(e Moy 24, 1990, Ascension Thursday, Joey and Marilynn
Lomangino and another member of the New York Center visited
with Conchita Keena at her home, It was a cordial visit thar
lasted abowt fowr howrs, In the course of the conversation,
Conchita expressed concern for priests, expecially for some
with whom she had recently been in contacr. She was able o
observe firsthand their lack of belicf in the power of praver and
even in the Eucharist Iself. During the apparitions of Gara-
bandal, the Blessed Virgin impressed upon the four visionaries
the ereat dignity of the priesthood. This feeling has staved with
them and arouses in them concern, sympatity and a desive 1o
felp those priests who they see not living up to or even believ-

ing in their own lofiy calling.

Sewne time age, Conchita was inferviewed by D feronimo
Damingnez spectfically abowr priests and Garabandal. Ir seems
timely, in liew of the seer’s recent comments regarding the
priesthood, o reprint the interview here. At the end are some
of D, Dominguez s ovwn thowghtiud reflections,

Q. Do veowe resresdrer if the Vieein
spedke b vees abond priests of Ciara-
bondal ¥

AL Yes, every day (Conchita answers
without hesitation).

Q. Wilkar oVl the Virgin say alun
Hrem?

A In almost every apparition—T think
m all the apporitions—the Virgin
asked vs o pray for pricsts,

Q. P vore by the Virgin P D4 vour
prery for priests?

Al Oh yes! {answers Concliita imme-
dimtelv. ) We were always praying for
prieata; it wis like an obsession with
us it the time of the appariioens, and
we loved them very much. Whenever
there wis a priest at the village, he
was our hero; we staved at his side
sl of the time, we listened w him
and talked 10 him. Every pricsl was
ur st Imporieng visiter,

. Wiy did vowe cviee for priesis so
el ?

AL Becavse priests were the beloved
children of the Virgin, In cvery appa-

ritiom we noticed that the Virgin
womld speak witl special, very dear
lowve swhout pricsts and 1 puess this was
conlagious; since the pricsis were the
main ohjects of the Virgin's love, they
were also vur most beloved persons.
Q. Do vou rementher anvihing clse
e Viegin fodd vou alrour priests af
Ciearexbandeal 7

AL Wes, | remember the Virgin old us
that i we ever saw a pricst and an
angel togcther, we should greet the
priesl first aml then the angel. [ the
Blessed Mother gives us this example,
you can imogine how muoch we
admired and loved pricsis—any
priest; because in the eyes of the Vir-
BIN, ANy priest Was SLUPCrior (o an
angel, and on angel was the greatest
cresture we knew alter the Virgin,

0. Wi efse about priesis af Gara-
Faarelad ?

AL Dh, I remember we asked the Vir-
win where the Hosts, which the angel
gave us in Communmion., came (romn:
because someone wld ws woask this

question of the Blessed Mother, And
the Wireim told us that the Fosts came
from tabernzcles on carth; that they
[ Been consecrated by priests,
Pecaiuse the angels cannal conseerate,
0. Amviliivg clse?

AL Memy times the Virgin gave us pri-
vate messages for particular priests.
but we would mive them to the priest
amnl then farget about them.

O Do vawe rewrendrer any pariicilar
messaye !

AL Mo, Tdon™tz but T remember once
that there was a pricst, a Dominican,
dressed as a lavman, and the Virgin
was telling us jokingly how ugly the
secular clotes were on thal Domin-
can compared Lo the beautiful hebit he
wals supposed toowear, She made us
langrh, amel when the apparrition was
ovier we told the pricst the reason for
our laughier.

Cowreny by Dy Domingres:
Conchita, Tnen tlns self-same priest a
Garahandal five vears ago, and he
wias sl wearing layman’s deess. He
told me about the experience you just
mentioned, and ©asked him ow
corme he did not wear the Dominican
bughit aufter the remarks masde by the
Wirgin, In reply, he old me of o few
wonderful experiences he had had in
Garabamual, and that he believed in
the apparitions without any doubt in
biis o, biit he disdged the question
of the habit; he sl be knew that i
wils wrong, but it was like people who
smoke knowing it is wrong 1o smoke,
Q. Corcliira, i the last message of
June, 1965, the Virgin alsa spoke
cilroiet preiesiys, died she ol ?

AL Yes, she (through the intercession
of 56, Michael) wold ws: "Many cardi-
nals, many bishops and many pricsts
are on the road o perdition and are
taking many souls with them. . .”
And | believe this 1s the only time the
Wirgin wld us something bad abowt
Y LR,



Who Cares About Africa?

A Message from Joey Lomangino

Most of us have saen, read ar heard about the starvation prevalent
in so many parts of Africa today. Hollow eyes, weak voices, hands
extended for a cup of grain, migration of whole wvillages to places
aof refuge, dead bodies along the way of those who didn't reach their
destination.

However, there is another kind of starvation in Africa that I want
to bring to your attention -- the starvation of the soul. Millions
aof sculs destined to live forever are yearning to know and love Jesus
and Mary. Each week in my mail I receive letters from priests, nuns
and Catholic laymen begging, ves, actvally bkegging for rosaries for
their converts, for rosaries to take with them into the bushland
where they walk for miles teaching and preaching about Jesus and
Mary. One priest wrote to me, "Yes, Joey, I do teach my peocple how
to say the rosary; 300 of them gather each night and say the rosary
on their fingers." There is no money in Africa for rosaries. A& hishop
wrote of his humble thanks for 100 mission rosaries he received; he
said, "I have written to everyone. You are the only one who replied.”
He has 30,000 in his diocese. He called his people "the least of
Christ's brethren.”

Who cares ahout Africa? Where's the zeal to save scouls? Some of
our Garabandal workers sit silently when asked, "Wheo cares about
Africa?" One lady in our Center couldn't be silent. Her name iz Dorothy.
She is a retired secretary and has a sick granddaughter. Dorothy works
on the mail Monday nights at the Center. She is the one who said,
"TJoay, we just have to deo something for these people." Shortly alter,
they sent out 438 packages with 2 Garabandal leaflets, 2 missicon
rosaries and 2 scapulars.

New I ask you. Who cares about Africa? Pope John Paul ITI, when
he wvisited Wew York reminded us of the crumbs that fell from Lazarus's
table. Right now we necd 100,000 mission rosaries. We need donations
for materials and postage. We are leooking for additional sources of
suppliers of light weight mission rosaries. We promise you that the
Garabandal Messages will be sent in every package to Africa.

Jesus said, "Whatever you do for the least of my brethren, vou
do for Me." Our Lady at Garabandal said, "The House of Charity that
Joey will estaklish in New York will bring great glory to God." So 1
ask vou, PLEASE CARE ABOUT AFRICA. Pray for our Garabandal apostolate
there, If yon can send a check ta The Workers of Cur Lady of Mount
Carmel, Inc., for $2.00 or $200.00, anything you can do for Africa,
send ik to me at Box 606, Lindenhurst, WY 11757=-0606. Just write on
the envelope I CARE ABOQUT AFRICA. Thanking yeou with lots of love always.

In union of praver,



Reflections on the Priesthood and
Religious Like.

The pricst is “alter Christus, ™
(amother Christ): thar is why, at ihe
comsceratiom of the Mass, the pricst
docs not say, " This is the body of
Christ,” but = This 15 by Body. ™ We
were told sinee childbood to kiss the
hand of the priest because his were
consecriated bands, dedicated to bring
Christ 1 ug, o pardon our sins, 10
hless us in bapiism, in marriage, and
anointing the sick.

Pape John Paul [1 also sharcd the
lowe of the Yirgin for priests when he
told a group of pricsts on November
G 1979, " Dear Brothers, we must
lowe our priesthood from the bottom
of our heart, as a great “social sacra-
meent” . We must love il as the essence
of our Life and of our vocation, as the
busts of our Christian and Iuman
identity, Mone of us ¢an be divided in
himself. The sacramental priesthood,
the ministerial pricsthond, calls for
particular faith, Tor particular commit-
ment af all the forces of body and
soul, lor special awareness of one's
vication. Euach of us must thank
Christ. on his knees, for the gift of his
viscatiom. ™
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O occasions, i priest may feel he
s not wanted, is not needed, Pope
Tokin Paul IT has a very gomd answer
for them: “1F it may sometimes scem
that we are not NCCCREATY, it means
that we must begin to bear witness
mere clearly, and then we will see
b much the modern world needs
our pricstly wesiimony, our service,
our priesthoosd ™

Later am, the Pope cchogd the Vir-
ein as Far as the habit s concerned.
These are the eloguent words of Pope
John Paul I1: "Let us not deceive our-
selves that we ane serving the Gospel
il s try o waier down’ our priestly
charism through exagegerated inerest
in the vast ficld of tcrmporal prohlems,
il wee wash o “secularize’ our way of
living and acting, if we cancel even
Lthe external signs of our priesty voca-
i, Wl mmwst heep the sense of our
simgular vocation, and this ‘singular-
ity ™ must be expressed also in our
exterior garh. Let us not be ashamed
of 1" (November 2, 1979)

[L 15 abviouws that many priests woday

"l ey apireeition, we sonices B the
Virgin woedd speek with speciol very
dear tove afvar pricses. .7

do oot wear a distinetive garb, Aod it
appears as though there are me priests
of nuns in the streets, Each priest’s or
nun's habat seen in the street showts
out a life entircly delivered unto the
lowe of God, It s a silent, but very
loud cry of a person prepared 1o saeri-
fice his life for the love of God. It is
thets Presl SETITI00L 2Ny CIKLN OF W OLTERN
can deliver. People today lack the
farmilineaty of seeing priests and nuns
m evervday situations. Youth particu-
larly lack this silent reminder of God’s
dedicated servants; consequently few
of them would consider becoming a
prigst or a nun,

Dear priest or s Be prowd of what
you are and show the waorld you arc
proud of ! To be a pricst o a nun is
the greatest achievement a man or
WA can attain in s life. 1 ook
my six-yeur-old child w s Catholic
school run by secularly dressed nuns.
I introduced him o the principal and
my som asked her, “Why don’t vou
dress like a nun? Are you ashamed of
having people know vou're a nun!”
The principal wened red as a beet and
didn 't snswer; and my son, pow sev-
eral yvears older, has almaost forgeien
that nuns cxist. For him, there are
only “teachers,”™ as though God had
kind of stopped walking about in his
selol

Drear priest or pi: Listen o the Yir-
zin and listen to the Pope; plesse, for
the lowve of Godd, put on your habic
anee more, BEvery time vou walk
through the city, you will be shouring
out your love for God, and for your
neighbor, i thowsamd times betier than
with a thowsamd speeches or a thou-
samd works of love; vou will be a liv-
ing estimony of Jesus.

Decre favmumn: Let ws do what the Yir-
win asks; let us pray for pricsts; let us
pray for the greatest treasure we have
on eanl, for their perseverance and
fowr their Faithful fulfilloem of their
vocation, so that they may have the
arace o work Tull time as priesis. We
need their hands to bless us; to bring
us the Body and Blood of Christ and
to pardon our sins; we need their lips
Lo continus o instruct: we need their
bosdies o continue to suffer: we need
their hearns (o continue to love; we
necd their presence W0 contine o
SAVE.



A Symphony of Prayer

An element of mysiery and of the miraculous swrrounds the
rosary, something way bevond the plans and projects of mere
hman beings., We must never forget that God, in our times,
has Himselfl intervened to bring the message of the rosary
home (o us, by sending His ovon Mother 1o reach ws how o
pray. At Lowrdes, Our Lady revealed herself as the Immacu-
tare Conceprion and offered the rosary to Bernadette and the
world, Later, ar Fatima, Our Lady rold three peasant children
that she was the Lady of the Rosary. More recently, when Our
Lady appeared at Garabandal, she not only asked bt “com-
manded” the seers to pray the rosary and taught them how ro

say it properiy,

The name “rosary ™ comes Trom the
word “rose,” and really mcans a
crown of roses. Simce owers have
always been svmbols of beaury and
jod, thie Christian maryes used o
wear festive girments and a crowm of
rivses as they marched 1o their place of
execution. This wus as a sign of their
o and readiness of meeting Jesus
face 10 e, The [aithiul at night
would gather up their erowns of roses
andd say their pravers on them, one
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prayer for cach rose. Later on, Chris-
tian hermits living in desents used w
siy their pravers by counting litde
eraing and pebbles strung wgether
neo 1 crown.

From this custom there came o
series of pravers known as the rosary.
It was St Dominic who received a
conumand from Our Lady w preach

From feft; Mari Lali, Conchlita and
Jerclinder fir @cstasy pey the rosaey wish
the fitmsved l-"r'.ﬂ__t;.'.ll e r.l'.'r'_'r e .'|'|'1'|;r|||_|'_

and popularize this devotion and thus
Mother Church wos given the rosary
in its prescnt form.

Praying the Rosary

The rosary is an excellem combina-
tivm of vocal and mental prayers, The
voral priavers are, of cowrse, the
intraduction to the mysterics of
Christ, the "Our Fathers,”™ “Hal
Marvs™ and “Glory be's.”™ We are thus
invited through our fingers, our lips
and our bearts w participate in one
svmphany of prigyer.

The rasary, at the same Gme, 5
cascntinlly & mental prayer, because of
o meditation in each mystery on the
cvenis of our salvation browghi abou
by Christ and uniguely participated in
by Mary, Meditation of these holy
mysteries helps vs 1w grow in the
Christinn virtues of fith, hope and
charity, It gives us peace and joy.
After the introduction to cach mys-
tery, it 15 very usclul 1o reflect for a
short time on it A Jong rellection is
notb necessary bul an attentive glance
which seeks and rejoices in God's
rondness as manifested in Jesus
Christ, Our Lord and in Mary, our
Mother. St Teresa of Avila said: “The
impoeriant thing in prayer is not w
think muech but to love much. .. in
desiring with strong determination L
please God in everything. ™ There is in
fact no repetition in the rosary. Each
Our Father and Hail Mary is an
expression of our love which never
feels tred of expressing isell.

The Rosary, a Powerful YWeapon

The rasary has won decisive battles
For Teecdom and agmnst enemics of
the Church. When the Albigensian
heresy was swesping (hroughout
Curape in 1208, 51 Dominic, o
whaom Ouwr Lady hiad given the nosary,
wins o staunch opponent of the Albi-
gensians, Among Dominic™s sup-
porters was Simon de Montfort, o



