A Predilection for Priests
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History atests to the love and devorion thar children of the
hwenble and poor show to religious leaders in their conununities.

Garabandal is no exceprion,

The entrance of pricsts inte e Gara-

bandal events was inevitable, espe-
cially that of Father Malentin Mari-
chalar, the non-resident pastor of the
village whao also shepherded a parish
in Cosio at the fool of the mountain,
The day after the first apparition.,
which was ol a silent but splendid
angel, Father Marichalar went up the
untainside to question these pre-
dolescents about the rmors he had
heard concerning the evening before.

He was discharging his responsibili-

tics as shepherd of this mountain Aock.

He met three of the girls, Conchita,
Man Loli and Jacinta, on their way
home from school and he found Mari
Cruz already at home, Their answers
were direct, cheerful and full. He
offered a sugpestion; that they ask the
angel his name and why he bl come,
The suggestion was accepred gladly
and they willingly asked the angel the
next time he appesred on June 21,
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1961, in ohedicnee o the pastor's
request. Father Valentin however,
would have o wait until further in the
cvenis 1 learn of 5t Michael's iden-
iy eventually revealed by Our Lady,
The young visionaries also spoke to
Our Lady about their pastor whom
they deseribed as “plain loskmg but
very good, ™

acveral other priests becane
mvalved in the story. Onothe favorable
side were the Andreu brothers,
Fathers Lans and Ramon, and Father
Friests were alwaes allowed o clesely
aftgerve tle pirds i EENTEN Y ferriore
almast every apparision, Owr Lady spoke
cifiirr .|'.I'.I"£'¢'.|:|'1: Ten e _'|.1.lr.'r|‘5r SOUrN,
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Jose Ramon Crrcia de Lln Riva plus a
number of interesied theologions who
made copious nodes of the events they
wilnessed.

Unfavorably inclined priesis visited
the village as well: Father Luis
Odriveala, Faiher Francisco Pajares,
Father Jose Luis Descalzo amd Father
Aupgustin Tobaling, among others. But
to all these priests, fuvarable or un-
Fvorsble, the youngsters, around
whom the Garabandal events swirled,
always showed respect and alfection.

Disquieting Information

The girls had been brought up by their

parents o have great respect for
pricsts. In the apparition of August
29, 1961, Conchita was greatly sur-
prised at the disquicting information
related 1o her by the Virgin concem-
ing priests and exclaimed in astonish-
ment, “Aren’t all pricsis good?” The

following day, stll ameeed, Conchita
remarked while in eestasy, 1 thought
all Jesuits were good.”

Five vears later, speaking with Sis-
ter Maria Mieves Gareia at the hoard-
ing school in Burgos, Conchila
reminisced about this cestasy and
siid, *Boefore the Vicgi told me abow
i, T thought all priests were good. It
bl nover oceurred o me that they
could commit mortal sins too! . Al
first, | was fremdly o all, but noticing
nat iy trust was badly interpreted, |
changed.”

Pricsily Involvement

Father Ramon Andren, in his notes on
the Garabandal events, wrong:

In the hezinning of the events the pirls dem
anstrated 3 speciz] praditection for priesis aml
ieliziois, Froquenly, thiy counded these who
Bad comee, olserving ticie [seligions]| habils,
And in their trances they always spokc gbout
priess with the Vissen. 7 ey were asked,

Whor do you wanl i come the most?™ they
alwavs respamded, “Pricsts,”

The high point of this netral regand
and atfection for priests had already
come i1 [wo costasics before the exist-
ence of unworthy pricsts had boen
revesled w Conchita's understandable
surprise. The two ecstasies were the
seeond one of August 8, and the
coatnsy of Auwguost 16, 1961, The
pricstly brothers, Luis and Ramon
Andrew, had been following the
events closely making detailed notes.
They had become acguainted with the
girls who accepted them completely
withauwt fear or doolt.

In the second costasy of August 3,
1961, Futher Luis was close to the
visionaries when he lnnsell was
dravwn into the ecstasy, While in this
cestatic state, he saw Our Lady and
the Miracle that would oceur at Gara-
bandal intended to convines the warld
af the validity of these events. The
girls would not become awarc of this
Miracle, apparently, until September
5, 1962, when Conchita newde men-
tion of a Miracle to be expected in
addition to the “milacmcu™ (Miracle
of the Visible Host) that had occurred
carlier that same year on July 19.
Father Walemtin was informed of this
new Miracle at lewst by Seprember 24,

Upon seeing the Miracle, Father
Luis was heard o cxeluim four times,
“MIRACLE! The girls were sur-
prised 1o see Father Luis within their
field of vision since one of the charac-
teristics of the eostasies was the blot-
ting out of all experiential and
immediate knowledge of the world
around them. The inclusion of Father

A prriest guestions frome feft: Merf Craz,
Cemrcdvider eored Miered Lodi, Lager in In'_i'-:
wihten asked wirat fre prain deesy of dhe
Garabandal apparitions was, Conclike
said, “The Enchorist avd the priesi-
freaond. ™



Luis Andrew in the eostasy wis a
mazgmificent Bivor to have been
bestowed on him; it was not repeated
with him nor with any other priest.
Early the following morning, during
the ride bome in a car with lriemds,
Father Luis died guite unexpectedly,

In spite of the obvious happiness
Father Luis had felt and expressed
immaediately after the ecstasy, the sud-
den Ioss of lis brother depressed
Father Raman Andrew. On his return
o Carabandal on Aupust 14, the four
girls met him as he was entering the
village and related w him their sorrow
anil how they had wept when they
heard of Father Luis™ death, They
then mold him that the Virgin had spo-
ken to them about this incident, and
when they protested that she hadnt
teld them enough, she nghed.
Before Father Ramon could assimilate
ihis unusual mformation, he was told
that the girls had been heard saying
during an ecstasy that they were going
to speak o Father Luis again, soon,

To Father Ramon, this was depres-
sing news, He had no conviction that
this expectation was viable, Te
became certain that the girls were suf-
fering wnder some auto-suggestion
due to the suddenness of his brother's
death,

Bul Gur Lady was now showing
clearly her own predilection for
priests and she continued 1o do this in
A myriad of ways in subsequent appa-
ritioms. An immediate exposition of
that affection was the costasy of
August 16, 1961, in which Father
Luis was indeed permitted to speak
with the girls, although he was not
visible to them. And this was only
cight days after his death. He taugeht
them words in French, English and
Cierman: he taught them the Hail
Mary in Greek; and he gave them o
miessage for s brother, Father
Ramon. This phenomenon wiss

repeated @ fow times and introduced
another unusual sel of activities.

The Recognition of Priests

As e events unfolded., the girls
showed the uncanny ahility o recog-
nize priests atending the events, but
dressed in civilian clothes to cscape
derection. Apparenily the Orst tome
something like this occurred was in
Bari Crue” ecstasy in August (the
clate 15 vneeriiin, somewhere
berween the seventcenth and twenti-
cth, in which she was wld by the
Wision that there was prosent o
Daminican pricst dressed as a civil-
ian. A forecast of this extraordinary
capahility came in the Tirst cestasy of
July 27, 1961, when the girls
announced how the crowd was 0 he
organized further up in the lane lead-
ing to the Pines 1o witness the nex
ecstasy that was to occur there. In this

instruction, they mentioned “the
nuns.” Father Marichalar did not
know of the presence of any religious
and asked Father Ramon Andreu who
likewise wis not aware of the pres-
ence of any, But, during that ccstasy,
after the girls hiad gone up o e
Pines, the nuns appearcd moving up
the lane.

A the evenls spun out, the girls
continued (o show recegnition of
pricsts who had deliberately concenled
their identity. Father Ramon noted this
faculty:

The copacity that the girls in ¢osinsy pos-
sessed o kinow hiddden things abou e spec-
tutors has been shown in many ather
instanees, Bt atemtion is called pansculasly
no el facility wilh whicly ey discovened

Felfver Witeiniie Moarichicder wisl Cean-
chiter and Mari Oz, The givls spoke to
e Firgin alvonr Seedr pasrar and sodd he
wirs “pdain looking but very good.
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sinng oF those arsdod themn werng pricsis.

Mary tmes they sakl that pricsis were
there when me ong cogld have swspected i,
Cir that there were more pricsts than there
appeared to be Glue 10 their disgisises) and i
witd alwinys proven @ be s,

O course, this happened not out of
any special psychic abilities of the
airls. In the undated Augnst, 1961,
ecstasy cxperienced by Mart Cruz al
the Pincs, it was Our Lady who old
her of the dispuised Dominican in the

erivard, @ fact Iater verified by a spec-
tator 1o whom the priest revealed him-
seelf.

Jacinta had an undated ecstasy in
October of that year in which she was
informed that there was a pricst in
civilian clothes in the croved 10 whom
she was to give three signs that he was
indeed a priest in spite of his doubling
the validity of his crdination— and
she found him. Maximina, Conchita's
aunt, wilnessed an ecstasy in which
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fve priests indispuise were uncov-
eredd by Conchita. She also westificd
that the girls in costasy continued 1o
show great respect for priests and that
when during their ecstatic wialks Lthey
offered priests the crucifix to be
kissed, they most ofien knelt before
Lthe priests.

In June of 1962, o Carmelite and 2
Passiomist pricst were present atl one
of Conchita’s costasies, themselves
knceling in reverenee, Conchita came
tor them and = pently Ifed up the two
of them making them stand on their
feet. ™ Our Lady was also showing a
decp respect for pricsts,

Mlany other pricsts received particu-
lar attention especially in matters of
conscience, In addition w the extraor-
dinary favor Father Luis Andreu
expericnesd in being dreawn into the
spoond ecstasy of August 8, another
lvor was granted Father Ramon
Andren, when on October 14, 1961,
b weas Dying an bed at Garabamlal
with a badly swollen ankle diagnosed
s a possible fractune, The pain was
sosevere he could not stand w0 have
the weight of u sheet on thar foor, At
230 the following morning, Jacinta
arrived in costasy, and giving Father
kEamon the crucilix to Kiss, told him
hie was cured. His pain ceased immie-
diately. Father Andreu then made a
mental request that Jacindy offer the
cross 10 Muximo Forschler, the non-
Catholic fricnd who had brought him
up te Garabandizl, He was directly
behind Jacint, who immediately
leaned backward without looking and
frave him the crucifix g kiss,

Three davs later, two priesis in
civilian clothes led a group of boys
from Asturias 1o San Sebastian de
Garabandal. As Conchita approached
them in eestasy, o avoid ber, the

Fatlier Ravron Andres was dienilefonmided
by the visionarfes” ability io know fis
sirst secret dhonpfis,
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murk, sparitually, which con never be
erased, It is like a bar of light that can
e meen at all times under all condi-
tiens, The spiritual world can experi-
enee the brilliance of that light be-
cause it is a grace of God, shining,
pervasive, amld persistent. Our Lady
eminently belongs to that spiritual
world, of which she s Queen, and so,
pereeiving this brillinnt luminescence
in the souls of pricsts enmeshed in the
darkness and murkiness of this world
is not at all difficult for her. Day and

night, vear in, year oul, forever, this

mark dentifies & priest, and theough
this sacrwmental character, the grace
of the Infinite God pours down into
him.

As that grace enlightens and in-
forms the pricst, he becomes conlig-
ured o Christ, the Priest. Al her
worldly life, Our Lady was bound up
in her Son; she nuesed Him, loved
Hirm, ool constantly exereised moth-
erly concern for Him. YWhat is ony-
mpre natuenl than that her love and
concern he generated for priests who
ar¢ heing configured more and more
lo the image of her Son? I scems
incvitable that as pricsts begin o show
mnorre andd more clearly their reforma-
tion into the image of JTesus, Our
Lady s predilection for ther shawld
hecome stronger and stronger, How
close to Christ's image must Father
Luis Andreu have been t have been

Conchita winh Brothers of 5e. Jodm of Gied.
Beligious were alse given proferentinl
treairentt By Eer Levely ar Glaraalweneclad,

g0 highly favored, not only with a
vision af her while he was sull on this
carth, but only cight duys later to be
with her as she appeared 10 the chil-
dren of Garabandal in their cestasics!
Although his prescnoe was not visi-
ble, it was clearly demonstrated by his
voice and by hig instroction o the
voungsters, confirmed by his message
L has brother, Father Bamon Andreu.

The Virgin Mury showed o predi-
lection for pricsts because of their sac
ramental character. They were unable
o conceal from her that sparitual
lumincscence which was conforming
them to the likeness of her Son. Even
as they struggled with doubts amd
fiears, that brilliant mirk upon their
sols brought her w their aid. So does
she come to the assistance of those of
us who also strive o assimilate and
exemplify the teachings of our reli-
gious behief, who hold 1o Christ as
Messiah, and who iy o mirmor the
huiility amd the holiness of Jesus, her
Lon.g

Sister Justine and the Copper Knobs

| was still a postulant [related Sister
Justing in her old agel. and 1 had been
given a job in the infirmary. Well, one
day when we were giving the place a
thorough cleaning, 1 had spent the
whale morning dusting, rubbing and
polishing. Then the bell rang and |
wiis petling ready 10 leave when [St.]
Bermadelte said, “The work is not fin-
ished. There's still this and that, but
you haven’t time now. It will do some
other day.™ Then 1 foolishly said with
stame satisiaction, "1 've mibhed the
capper knobs with polishing powder. ™
This referred to the knohs on the iron
bedstends. Bernadete replied, “Yos,
they are shining brightly, You've pol-
ished them well and thoroughly. You

have taken great pains with this work
bocause it catches the eye.”

She delivered me this reprimand so
micely that T wasn’t biuet, but 1 el the
litthe pinprick w my vanity all the
sirne, ol I earried the lesson nwoy
with ma, suyving to myselts *You
understood? You have taken great
pains over the knobs because they
show, but the work that doesn't show,
the work that remains hidden and
which Ciod alone sees, did you do that
sorcarefully

I have always remembercd hose
copper knobs,

— Jainy Herveadette Sowbivops, Prancis Trowcla

Sizrer Marie Bermard 5. Rerradeite).




pricsts clambered up a g1 of ourside
stairs leading into one of the howses.
Conchita pursved them and insistently
ofTered them the crucifix w kiss. Both
refused. but one was very obstinate,
As Conchita moved back down the
slairs o ihe sireet, he mentally
requested that if indeed all this was of
supernatural origin, Conchita should
return g him and have her ecstasy
stop there, Abrupty, Conchita turmed
back, moumed the stone sieps again,
made the s1en of the cross over him
and came out of the costasy.

Comehita then in her norol state of
being was procecding up the sireet o
oo home, when she fzll inte ecstasy
again, returmed to that obstinele
priest, offersd him the crocifix to Kiss
and again made the sign of the cross
over him, He hisd made a secomd
mental reguest that iC Conchita super-
maturally kmew he wis a pricst. she
should returm o him and perform
exactly the way she did. Thus Our
Lady showed her patient love for
priests.

Adthough there were many such
incidents related w “discovering ™
priests who were ving o conceil
their identity, and many other linle
incidents that indicated Our Lady was
indecd interested in assisting pricsts
assailed by doubts, let us leak at just
o e 0 detail belore we think
about the causes for these remarkable
recognitioms and affectionate favors.

On Cctober 18, 1961, the first Mos-
sage af the Virain was o be released
at 000 pome, at the door of the
church, Members of the diccesin
commission which hed been ap-
pointed August 26, 1961, decided that
the place for the anmouncement would
be the Pines, not the portico of the
chiurch.

Father Bamon was among the
crowd as i made s way up e the
Pines. About hall way up, he experi-
enced ereat bitterness and deep

“When you went up

yeni were fappy, when you cante

devwnt, vou came down sad. ™

depression. He fell he bad entered
il g severe moril dryness like o des-
ert. He was desolate and thought (o
himsclf: “What are you doing here?
These girls are nothing more than sick
children and all this 15 a pathelic com-
cdy of backward villagers,™

The weather wis bad and the Mes-
sage extremely simple:

I i mecessary 1o make nuny ssecifices, do
much penance, wmld visil he Blewsed Secr-
menl. Bt st we st lesd very aood lives:
il we e red, 3 chaeslisemeenl wall Trzlall us all.
The cup i already filling wp and if we do e
cliange, @ very greal clisstisensen will come
upon us.,

This simple proclamation did moh-
ing to alleviate his state of depression.
After i tirme he Toumd Inmself led into
Mari Loli's kome where she tald him
that Cur Lady Dad let her know that
he did not helieve, saying:

Fatluzr doulss everything, aind suffers much,
Coll Wi arel 11 bian mol Lo clouln amynsere
coos Tell Teivm, =When wou wend up, you werg
happy, when you came down, you camds down
and.”

Lali also told him that the Yirgin
had spoken at lengih to Conghiga
about e,

He meediztely went (o Conchila’s
home, where her nuther, Antcels,
allovaved i o visit with Conchita
who had alrcady gone o bed along
with her cousin, Luciuca. Conchita
said the Wirgin had told her a lot, amd
she repeated the pheases thag Loli bid
spoken, Then she related w him all
the things he had been thinking, and
where he had had those thoughts. She
acdded thiat the Blessed Virgin
rold mee tosny this te yon and 40 advise you

Cht all this Dappened s ian in e fooere,
remeabering all this, yow o't o agzmn.

Howe mamy more incidents would
we have to add to show that the Virein
indesd haxd the mberests and welfare of
priests i her Imneculate Heart? How
much more would we Boave w0 explain

and expose as proaf thar Our Lady
was showing a predilection for priests
all through the Gurabundal events?

An Imdelible Mark

In beer recopnition of the priestly char-
seter of individusls Bidden within a
crowd. Our Lady had assistance
which was not available to the girls.
On December 7, 1963, the Vatican 1T
DDecree on the Minstey and Life of
Priests was promulgated. In Chapter
1, prersgraph 2,00 stales:

The sscerdotal allice of priests s conferred
b shat special sacrancn theeugh which
pricss, by the pnointing of the Holy Spiri,
are merked with a special character, ancd sire
ao el puieed 1o Christ, the Priest, that they
can et in e person of Christ, the Head,

In this paragraph we fnd the secret
of Our Lady's successful identifica-
tion of pricsts who were incognite. In
this paragraph we also find the reason
for her predilection for priests. The
scrament confeeine the sacerdotal
office of the priesthood marks the
sonls of pricsts with an indelible

Faier Jose Ramon Garein de In Riva,
paster of Qur Lady of Sorrows parish,
Herrrg, Llanes, Asteetas, with Jacia.
Regarded as a holy priest, he wax ome of
thovse specifically uerioned by Our Lady
dwring she appeariiions,
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