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He Always Loved Our Lady

fiv farey Hawratty

On August 31, 1986, Fr. Joseph A. Pelletier, A A, died in
Worcester, Massachusents. of a discase that attacked both
his physical and mental faculties. He was 74 years old.,

Fr. Pelletier will always be remembered by those interested
in Garabandal Tor the enormous contribution he made in
[urthering the cause mostly by his writings but in other ways

as well. His best known book Our Lady Comes to Garabandal

has gone through five printings and is one of the two most
popular on the events. He is also internationally known for
two books he wrote on Fatima, The Sun Danced ar Fatima, a
best-seller, and Farima Hope of the World,

On Apeil 24, 1912, in Winchendon,
Massachusetls, Joseph Alfred Pelle-
tier first suw the Tight of diy and was
one of cight children (three dicd as
infants} harn o Elizabeth (MoGlin-
chev) and Dr. Alfred Pelletier. Dr,
Pelletier, a country doctor for more
Lhaun 50 vears was dearly loved by

his patients, He would tell them that
taking care of their souls was maore
important than their bodily health andd
swoltld semd them e see o priest.
Lvery evening the Tamily gathered
around the dining room table w recite
the rosary wgether,

Young Joseph was a normal,
healthy, well-adjusted hoy with a
lively sense of humor who enpoyed
sports as well as his academic stud-
ies, He played basketball o both Iz
schoal and college but his best sport
wars tenmis, The Pelletiers had their
oW femnis court 2 home which gave
im the opportunity ©© play often and
hoene ns skills,

At the age of 14, his mother dicd
and D, Pelletier remarried. There
would be seven more Pelleticers (one
again died in infancyy feom this sec-
ondd marringe making a wotal of 15,

Jozeph wenm 1o Assumplion Prep,
the preparatory school to Assunption
College in Worcester, Ln those davs,
all the courses at the schoal were
taught in French and while the Pelle-
tiers did speak some French at home,
Toe wos wiored by his sister, Betty, in
order o pass the rigid entranee
exammination. Later he would become

Jeee Peflerior was a .EI':'-Il'q"l'Ir‘-u'.lh'ull Fenror af
Horcesier College wier this pletnre was
Teikens e .I'{Jjﬂ.

proficient im lalian and have & more
than adequate command of Spanish.

Upon graduation from Assumption
Prep, he entercd the college and with
the exception of a few yvears i the
mid 50°% when be was associate pis-
tor il S0 Anne’s parish in Fiskdale,
Massachusens, while a reconstrie-
tion program was heing completed at
the college that had been severcly
damaged by a tornado in 1953, he
was 1o spend his whole life associated
witly ehas oame institution.

Call to the Priestlood

Youngz Joo Pelletier was an altar oy
foor many vears, but thought more
abowl fellowing in his Tather’s fool-
sleps and pursue a medical prolession
than cnler the religious life. How-
ever, he did have a special devoted-
ness that his college classmates
noticed and they referred o him as
“Holy Joe.™

Then one weekend during his sen-
por year, he came bome and said he
fielt e hied & vocation w the priest-
haood. He began we inguire and con-
sidered the lesuits sinee he had had



Left, oo well-rovordod sindent_ the funre
Farher feeer coambeimend adddetios with dis
acadfeniic snlies. He plaved oo Dol ihe
Seasferlnell eoned Revaiis feqnis ar Bhrresier
Caollege, felow, affee s silies in
fowre, sevinarion Joe Pelletier (eemnd
ﬁ'f‘-'.lill |'|‘_'.I';'_|' Fetraerred i |'.|'.l|' .-'rr.r.r:'gp_

an uncle who was a Jesuit, the First
American Jesuil o die in Indiz.
Another uncle who headed the Propa-
sution of the Faith in the Archdiocese
of Boston for many yoears, was o see-
ular pricst. He finally decided on the
Augustinian Assumplionists, an
Order that had its origins in France.

In 1937, he was ordained priest in
Eonee where he received his Bacoea-
lureste and Licentiate in Sacred
Theology al the Angelicum Pontitical
[nstitute, He also received a masler's
degree m sociology from Boston Col-
lege. At various times during his ten-
ure al Assumption, he woght sociol-
oy aml religion, was athletic
director, ennis coach, and Dean of
Sluwdlents.,

Crarabandal

Fr. Pelletier was always mterested
Marian appacitions especially Fatin
anid through his writings and research
became an authority. He was also
Driccesan Dircctor of the Blue Army
m Warcester, His involvement in
Garabandal stared around 1963-68
whien he first heard of the cvents, He

ThoseWho KnewHim |

Anme Gray, Worcester, Massachuseits
(Fr. Pelleticr’s sister)
| Wit o Joving, car
ing and very pricatly
]:u'il,:',[ Faher Joe
{ was. He loved to
. h"!ﬂ:‘i!t\. of O [.:bd':.'
mnd dacd soeal every
ajven apportunicy, wnd
B loved 1lse rosary.
This was truly a
farmaly 1r:|,|1|:||r| nod only as a femily
nightly around the dITlITII__ o fabde, b
also in the car with my lnher, @ country
doctor, who loved to have us acconypny
Ikims eann Dnis claily calls, when we aguin
reciled the TERITY, W continaed this
practice with dear Futher Toc.

Literally, on our father’s knees, we hud
our first French lessons and leamed our
prayers and catechism, all in French.
Our mother, thougl Trish, had boen the
French teacher to whom Diad hed goens 1o
learn English. They were both special. I
wies o heer Jowr mother| thal Father Joe
atteibuted his voeation.

Joey Lomangino, Huntington, Mew
York (founder of Char |..:'|.-:F}' of Mount
Carnmel de Garnbaneual, Inc.y
Father Joe Pelletier
and 1 et in Linden-
birest, Mew York in
the late Yk,
As part of his
il research on
the Carabandal wappi-
ritions, e wanted 1o
Interyecw me and
'm_nﬁr I:h|: |r|t'n-r|11:|tmn he: had been col-
]._u_,111u___ I was happy to meet him as 1
knew of him through his variows writings
on Our Lady's apparitions at Fatim.
WI.'I-TLIIIL I!L'rg I!|:'||_|:' W heeame close
friends. He cam toomy bome many
rimes o work on his Garabancdial hooks,
articles and feallets, wointerview the
visiomarees when they wene in Mew York
and o detml new infermation on Crara-
bandal as it developed. Tozcther we went
o Rome 10 speak wo the Church authori-

Lhes mbout these apparitions. For years wie

travelled together giving conlerences
aeroes Aareeracn, Camada, imto [relund,
Englund. Seodland, France. Spain. Portu-
gal and the Hely Land. We went on
il pilecimages wzelher where he
swould imstrect the people about Garaban-
dal mght in thit small Spanish village

itself. He accompanicd me when w
anended the vearly Family BEosary Rally
on Long Esland, New Yok, where hie
sould always speak sobewatifully aboal
."|-|:1I.'_'!|'

1t is difficult to put briefly the impres
sions Father Joo left on me. He was o
Lot ly commnitted Mirian i i, abso-
lutely obedient to Lvwful Chorch suthor-
|'|. Hl.. s |'|.|.||||\.I.|L||'|L|'-.' [hl.'!ll'l.‘.lll"h anid
aecurade inevery aspect of his work, He
aecepied misunderstanding wd criticism
of b weritinges and his belief in Garabin-
il 1w sperit of meekness and humilicy. |

He Ioved the priesthood and extended
hamsel§ on hehalf of brother pricsts
wharever we trivelled I,|1r|_||,|1;|1||l|1 the
waorld. He was o man consecmated 1o
Mary, who worked entieely for her, and
distinguished himsell o Catholics world
wiche a5 @ solidd priest wlo spoke about
Blary when it wias nol Fashionable wo do
50, |
His great love for poople and desire o |
suvie souls wias the reason he worked o
tirclessly w spread her Messages given ol
Caraluelil . Father JToe will alwiays be in
my thoughts and prayers as one of e
outstanding champions of Cur Liady,

Bill Bublin, Bredenton, Florida (Fr, Pel-
letner's editor]

In 1969, Fr. Pelle-
Lier amsd Joey introe-
duced me and my wife
o Garabandal, Two
Lripes threweh Crarahion-
i M cdal (1970 and 1972)
[ o remnfoeced the enthi-
M' 1 siastic impact of

! ! '-'i Joey, and the sentle,
compassioate, steady élian ol the inguir
g mind of a pravertul Marin priest,
Fr, Pelleticr. His religious intensicy con-
stantly =lwone tirowzh his urbanicy asd
recularly tied this world o God inosoli
swards aned Toving service.

Father Joe's persanal involvement in
honormg Jesus and the Mother of Godl
was inspiring and full of confidence. By
permiming me w0 review his manuseripis
anad ter diseuss witls T the phenomen
of Garabandal, he led me moch more
deeply nte understanding and Faitl, He
encouraacd and supported cvery effort to
wring the true meaning of both the
silences and the confusions froom the
accounts of Garabandal. He was a perse-

vering and persistent sifter of facts from
fecontinavd an page Tl




He Always Loved OurLady

immediately began (o make an
m-depth study, corelully cxomining
all the documents he could Lay his
hands on and mlerviewing the vision-
arics and other kev people associated
with the events, He soon became
convinesd that the apparitions were
authentic and with the encourage-
mienl and Cinancial support of Joey
Lomanging and the Mew York Guara-
bandal Center, he published God
Speaks ar Garabandal in 1970 fol-
lowed by D Lerady Comies o G-
beineledd 10 197 1. He was also o major

conlribuiing writer for NEEDLES nug-

azine (mow Gararavpar) and au-
thored leaflets and boaoklets on the

events. In mbdition 1o his writings, he
Iectured on Garalandal and for many
years accompanicd Joey Lomanging
on his anneal promotional wurs of
Ireland and other countrics.

From 1970 wo 1982, he was spirit-
wal direcuwr for The Workers of Our
Lady of Mount Carmel yearly pil-
arimagre (o the shrines of Europe
which always incheded a visit o
Garabandal.

In 19974, Br. Pelleticr’s active
mvalvement at Assumption College
enmded and he devoted most of his
time o writing and research. He
managed to complete the manwscript
for anather book on Garabandal
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Above, Hee Pellenier ol wendleden 't dreim
e hervinge evrvenee edher thoan Fatler Joo
_r'u"n'l'f;'l.l'n'l.' Inrrirﬂ.l' RIECFT r'u::,:e' Aot I".||'|I'|‘|'r|.-|'.'|- .Ir.lll"".l'ﬂ'
ol e weidedivrg af i sister, Anne Gy,
wy see from fefl, sister Evelvn, Fatler
Joe, Anive gad Sreie befoved faiher, Dir,
Alfred Pelledfer, Lofy, In 1073, Father Jove
wwaak el aof e T predeses who coneede-
fevtend tlee snrpetad Miess e wliied Con-
cliing Comizales wus mrarried Jo Parrmok
Ko, Fronr In"_l']' e, Farfeer doe, visior
ety Muarl Loli Mazon flater La Flenr],
Conehivg aud Pateick, and doey
|'.r.'.l?|mr_:_'r'r1ra- k18 IIJI" TN Il'ﬂ'.'alI L,

which was i published.

[m 1973, he suffered o heart anack
amil fromm then onhis health was
never the same again. In the carly
980, he began to decline and in
1455 was hospitalized on six Jiffer
el cocasions sullecimz from Ginting
spells fowice he hid passed oul while
celebrating Maoss). In June, 1986, he
ok o turn o the worse and was
admitted to St Vincent's Hospital in
Worcester where he remained, with
the exception of a short period @t a
nursinmg home, wotil his death,

A Devoded Priest

Fr. Toseph Pelletier will best be
n::nw:nlhv.rr_'d as an author and :Il'ljl'l.'!llh‘

T‘msewm K“E“rﬂ]m e vardfapaeed frem pae 53

Dee Deltever, Perms, Californ (fricid
wheo received spiritual direction from Fr. |
Pelietierd

eeticm, sl 2 |'|:LIIc|Ll mentor. He made
his points quistly and he respecied con-
iracy opinions, He was o good and faith-
ful pricst, an inspiration t all with whom
I came imeomtact, 4 loving fremd.

Mhlari Loli La Fleur, Haverhill, Massa-
chosens (Gorabandal visionary)
=y 1 lhuuL.IJl Tt wens w
wery mice pricst asd
he loved the Blessed
Mother very much.
He tried very Tard o
Lulk whowt the
Blessed Mother and
her Messages. Since
8| kmew him he spent
all his time :Ium" that. [ loved him very
moch el Felt very hisd when T owent o
see b [in the hospital], ©oied o sk e
b b [don’t think he wnderstood me,
He was orva o ancd 1 el bad.

Rev, Frangois Turner, (.F, Blos,
France {fellow author and historian of
Ciarnbanclal with Fr. Pelletier)

_"l_-..:’- 1 hadd collaborared

with Fr. Pelletier
sinee 19GE and sont
him absoun 200 doci-
mizngs b b wsed by
him in his books and
articles om Garaban-
dal, We met several

Paris. Loundes und Worcester, [alsa
sl vwo ol lis Books into French.

Through his life, his cormespomsdence
and his way of considering persons and
lifie, he has given me an unforgetiable
and lusting example af @ religious, 2
pricst, ind gificd writer who was genu-
incly, profoundly omible, Nothing in his
letters, in his way ol writing or speaking
coutld ler me puess that he hud received
high degrees rom a presigious univer-
sity, His humility made him an excellent
listener amd o excellent collaborator in
historical rescarch.

The other quality, 1 dane say virnee,
amaong athers, which has given me a les-
son which T have tried 1o [ollow, was his
love of peace, his decp peacefulness of
mind and Beart. He never found any
pleasure in the controversies, alis some-
timees harsh and passionate, which have
heen raging in the Church, He would
avoid them completely in public and 1one
thizm dowa as muocl as possible inpri-
vile.

tirnes: i Gevrehandal

OVEr T yeurs ago
[ sent this quote
tor Father Joe: *You
are the key tha
opened the door of
lowe for me.™ Aldl
of the rools of my
spiriual growth are
in fim. Threough his
Cxil mplr.:. his holy pricsthocsd, his love
o the Eucharist and WMary, [ learnsd the
lessons of his many vires, (0 siay at
prtee and pray alwavs, Futher Joe
became my channel, my InErCessor, con-
fickamt andd woy dear friend. Vin phaone,
letters and miy Yeary vising, we shared
jovs as well as disappoinlnents.

ry many clins with Eather Toe in the
spring of 1986 will alwiys be for me
truly memorable treasures. During his
final five days, Dreceived more graces.
By that time, he was in o coma but being
with him, talking o him and touching
i were profound expenences, = Hail
Mury ... pray for us sinners, now, and o
the howr of our death™ and “Faher, indo
Yourr hanids T eommend my spicil” reslly
came alive for me. 1 thank God for being |
one of the many thousands whose lives
were touched by dear Father Joe.

Rev. Gerald Farrell, M.M., Brooklvae,
Mew York (since his ordination, Fro Euar-
rells missionary work his been chicfly

in Korea and the 1.5, /]

— 1 [ kmwew Fr. Pellcticr

i_ singe 1975, chielly as
an apostle of Garaban-
dlal ta lellow pricses.
Father had o zift of
combining careiul
research with his

own deeps Marian de-
valion imoa wity that
comvinced all of ws, We left his books in
our library and they were rewd by o num-
ber of priest guests who were then anx-
s 1o lewrn maore about Gasabandal .

Since our house in the Providence dio-

cese wis only a one-howr drive from
Father’s residence, 1 ook visiting priests |
sgveral times during e next o yeurs |
1oy meet hime and guestion him funher. 1
Tearned that his gift was for the ol as

weell as the wrtlen word becanse all of |

them left his home convineed, During
freraiinupd an page ¥




He Always Loved Our Lady

A pictrre ot says & all—a Excharisnie
el Mureian privst, Father Siwe during e
consecranion of e My in the Chapel of
e Apparitions af Farfine, Befow, this
T80 oo oo Fr. Pelledier shows how
ettt e g B st geven Years (see
poge O dee ro Ris poor heatily,

who has ever remwl any ol his works,
especially his earlier ones before his
health becan w decling, sensed the
mark of a true scholar who knew his
subject well. He was a tireless and
thorough rescarcher, exacting in

details, His sivle was clear,
well-ordered and easily readahle for
all. Being a former teacher, he some-
times vsed repetition as a way of
emphasizing points he felt were of
particular importance.

But thase who knew Father Joe
personally will remember him ns
much maore than just a writer, He was
a devored priest whao took his reli-
waons vows very seriously, He loved
his priesthood and he lived it He was
also intensely loval to the Church. In
the aftermath of Vatican 11, a perind
of change and somctimes difficult
readjustment, cspecially for pricsis of
Father Joz's gencration, he never
complamed or ok issue with sy of
the directives coming from Rome.
He fielt that his vow of ohedience
compelled him to pocept and stdy
thoroughly all the changes which he
correctly interpreted as an ougrowth
of the Church’s tradition amnd nol an
evertliramw .

His lovalty was also charaeterized
by his avoidance of anything that
would bring scandal to the Church
cither in whal he said or what he
wride, He alwavs handled sensilive
situations with the greatest possible
delicacy choosing his words canciully
50 s not 1o be harsh, critical or judg-
menial,

In the wake of the Council and in
the ensuing vears, he was able o
observe only too clearly the painful
acenracy of what Cur Lady predicted
it Charnbuandal sod what he himself
termed the “erisis of the priesthood”
and the “crisis of the Fucharst.”
This deeply distressed him and he
saw in Our Lady whom he always
loved, and the promiscs she made at
bath Fatima and Garabandal, the
solution w the problems besetting the
Church, He longed 1o see the great
Miracle, the conversion ol Russia,
the Triumph of Mary s Immaculate
Heart and the promised cra of peace.

He will scc it all, but from a different
vanlige point,

There were a number of other guili-
tics of Father Joe that served o edily
those who knew him, and among
them was his great purity which was
reflected in bivh his wornds and in his
actions,

Father Joe was by nature reserved
but by moomenns dull or somber, On
festive occusions, he was a willing
and happy participant and the posses-
sor of a fine wit. Toward the end of
his life he seemed [0 become more
withdrawn and introspective. bt this
was due more than anything clse, 1o
his il health especially his loss of
MCINary.

While he wis nol known s o Spir
iwal Darector, he was, because of s
background in theology and being so
up-to-thate on the directives and
direction of the Church since the
Council. capable of giving excellemt
spiritual advice.

Perhaps one of the most outstand-
g gualities of Fr. Jog Pelleter wis
his resignation in aceepting God's
holy will. Here's one example,

The Workers of Owr Lady of
Mouint Carmel pilgrimage in 1978
was similar to that of 1980 (se¢ page
L6Y in that it went o almost all the
shrines in Evrope where Our Lady
appeared over the last two centunics,
mcluding Fatima, Becanse of his love
for Our Lady, Father Joo, who was
tour spiritual director that year,
eagerly looked [orward to this partic-
ular trip. When the fight from New
York Llnded in Brussels w begin the
tour. everyone wis able to pick up
their luggage at “baggage claim™ thal
is, everyone except Father Joe. As
can happen, his luggage was mistik-
enly sent some place else. That
rmeand leaving the itinerary list of all
the hatels i whieh the war would be
staying with the airport officials in
Brusscls so that the lost luggage



A finad farewell. doey Lonwanging kneels

A pire easier of Father Joe whao is dressed

oy flee teandisicnnad cosveck aed hood af the
AR s ASR i HATS.

comld b forwarded when a fally
arrived,

The tour Lasted 17 davs amd Father
Joe’s Tuganpe arrived on the fifteenth
or sixleenth day. During the whole
timee he had o wear the same elothes
every dayv and live out of the small
carryv-om b he was allowed to fake
with him om the Might over. Mever
once did he utter & complaint or show
even Lhe slightest ill humor, He
wnderstood God was asking him to
make this sacrifice and he accepied.

Another example of this resizna-
tion came af the end of his life, Right
upeuntil a fow wecks betore he died,
Father Joe believed he was going 1o
gt well, Buo then it Decaie apparent
Lo Dniamn thiat he was nol getting better
bk ehat B wiis getting sworse. Aboul
this time he was visited i the hospi-
tal by his provincial, Fr. Richard
Brunelle, and Father Joc said to him,
“You know, Dick, | think this is the
cross the Lord wants me o bear al
this time, I's not easy, but Taccept
e

That was Father Joc, a priest i the
[ullest sense of the word and a (rue
diseiple of Cur Loed Who asks His
Lol loweers o take up their cross and
wilk in His footsteps.

Perhaps vou who ane reading these
lines are in some way indebted o Fr.,
Joseph Pelletier as i5 the author of
this article who first became
believer in Garabandal after reading
one of his leaflets, Maybhe you
received a similar grace or perhaps
after reading one of Futher's hooks
you came to love Our Lord and Our
Blessed Lady a little maore. Well, it
that be the case, the best wisy vou can
show your appreciation is o pray for
the repose ol his soul. Maybe he has
no need of our pravers but in the
event he does, it would be the maost
fitting nnd meaningful way of
CXpressing our gratitude and saving,
“Thank you dear Father loc!™] |

HRE L T3PY TR
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ThoseWhoKnewHim...............,

our last year in Providence, o group of
abot 200 pricsts who ciams Lo join us in
iereeding for pricsts, requested that we
invite Fr. Pelleticr to speik 1o them about
Giarabandal, He was delighted with the
opportunity and presented them with o
slide show and ealk eat they, too. fowmd
CONYINCIng.

Even wiee his dely, Fr. Pelletier’s
apostleship (o pricsts contimess, Shortly
aller my peturn foomy mission in Korea
three years aze, e senl me two cartons
of his books on Gurabandal. [ luve been
gi\.‘ing Ll s |||i:u:~.i|._:l|'|:|.l_'.- |!|I'i|:e-:l.=i in
Eored with the same resulis that [ saw m
Bethany Howse, ['minto the secomd Care
ton movw and 1 feel thar with his new
increased power of intercession Lthe
renngining books oo will be received by
the pricsts who read them,

Muargic Kulik,Massapequa Park, Mew
York (Joey Lomanging's seoretary af the
New Yook Garabandal Center for ten
VENIrS]
Father Joo was
[rriest persomifiod,
w true Oriemd.
aecepling, non-judg-
mentil, alwiys rely
o bring oug the
ﬂ best i a person.

vr S0 often priests o
% lay persons geL so
in'-'n]wd in “apostolates™ that they forgped
e needs of the people; not Father Joc.
He cared for cach porson.

Whenewer Tealled for o Mass to be

el fered, he mever failed w give his biess-
ing vver e phone. Father Joe will
plwiys be a “blessing wmy life,™
rewiid is surely heaven!

RIT

Kichard Stanley, County Dublin, [re-
L { Wintienal Director of the Trish Craras-
handal movement)

I weas with oreat
regrel that the
Garabandalists of
Ireland received news
of the death of Fr.
Joseph Pelletier.

Fr. Pelleter along
with Fr. Laffineur
el P _L was one of the first
priests to become involved in writing on
Carabndal, He visited Ireland twice in
the 1970 along with Joey | Lomsnging] .
Chie of his most impressive appearances
was on Irish teleyvision's most imperant
talk show when he end Jooy introduced
Garabandal, probably for the frst e,
o nrnst [rish viewers.

e of the ouistanding aspects of Fr
Pelletier was his scrupulous approach o
accuracy of detail, nohing of hearsay,
everything researched thoroughly and
where possible the Spanish word(s) given
for arenter accwracy. Fr. Pelletier was
alao well-qualified in theology which,
combined with i penetrating mind, gave
ackded weight and authority 1o his books
on Garalsosial.

Perhaps it is [itting that we should end
(lsis aribuic with an Irish praver: Ar dheis
de po raibh a anem (may his soul be with

Gexl),[ |




From the Writings of Father Joe

Cremnpriledd by dreve Diira

Over the course of the vears, from 1972 10 1981, Fr. Joseph
Pelletier was the most prolific contributing writer for Gaga
sianeal Magazine {(formerly called Neepies) with a total of 58
articles. The publishers will always be grateful 1o Father Joe
Jorilis great and penerons comribution that added signifi-
cantly to the integrity of the publication, In his articles,
Father Joe’s keen discerning mind explored the various
aspects of the Garabandal Message, showing thefr relation-
ship o Clureh doctrine, The following excerpts simmarize
his most important thoughts on the significance of Garaban-

elil.

Ciarahandal, in its simplest terms, s
the story of o faithful and forgiving
Cicwl reaching ot to His bewildered
and sulTering children to help them,
nod i |'.ll||1i.'-.|!l them, The condilionsl
chastisetiienl of Garabandal must
neser be allowed 1o overshadow the
main rewson for God’s intervention al
that Spanish mountain villege, That
rewson s e, This love reaches s
peak in forgiveness, the love which

farmer Frelbeighe Scdicelor, Freoe Duerra,
.|'J|'-rl'ln'r_l,"¢ fea Biterseid Secrimeni Pavisle b
Manliairan, She teaches frelish aond
develops coicamional compater software
od Bremy Connrmeniey College e Mew ¥k,

Christ revealed on the cross,

= * I

.- the message of Garabandal is

viery significant, It appears as a pre-
ventive antidote prepared by an
all-wise and loving God in view of a
spiritual tempest about o break wpon
the Church. Though in preparation
tor some years before the opening of
the BEcumenical Couneil, Vatican 11,
in the fall of 1962, the storm only
manifested isell inoa serious way
during the Council, That storm grew
i Tury during the Councal and m the
Tirst few years alter i, Cosd antici-
peeted wll ehis and gave the remesdy o
His Chureh through the apparitions
of Ciarabandal. ... The Messazes
received through these apparitions
mave us the answer 1o the problems
that began w besel the Church. Mary
and the rosary, the Eucharist and the
priesthood, were among the major
thines that carme: under attack, [The
doctrines of] purgatory and hell also
sulfered from the onslaught of some
of the new thinking, All these points
of Cathalic doctrine were allinmed
ol Cryrabandal in one way or another.,
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Looking at the Message(s) of Gara-
bandal from another point of view,
wie can say that it deals with two
things: the end or purpose of Our

Lady s corming, which was the
rencwal of the Church or repentance
angd chonge of Life which in the 1961
Message she stressed ina positive
wav: “First, that s, above all, we
must lewd good lives.™ Then, the
means for attaining that end. All the
other things mentioned in the Mes-
suge are in one way or another,
means directed woward aiding us o
come W repentance and a holy like:
prayer, the Evcharist, and saceilice.

Praver

Dur Lady s plea for prayer is the
most important part of her eatine
Ciarahandal Message, Praver 1s
inleed the great vitalizing factor of
our spiritual life, 160t s poor sand
inadeguate, evervihing will be
affected: the Sscrments, Penanoe
and the Eucharist. simply will na
procluce imous the rich froit Chrst
imtended they should and every area
of our Christiaen life will be weak and
ancimic.
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W strengthen our feeble praver
nnmeasurably when we join it to that
of Mary, when we ask her to present
our petitions w her divine Son and
intercede for ws, We please our heav-
enly Father, for we are acknowledg-
ing and [ollowing His plan, Also,
since His ome desire is 1o give 1o s,
for He is love and it is the nature of
lowve 1o cave, it delishis Him, as it
were, to be put inoa position where
He has 1o give because of the
increwsed value ol our praver, That is
the very reason He gove Mary 1o s
a5 our Mother and perfect intercessor,
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Our vocal prayers should normally
involve thinking, The thinking can be
about Cicdl, Jesws, Mary, or the words
of the prayers we are sayving. or the
oy sterics of the rosary, i§ we are
reciting that praver, But there muost
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