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“Many cardinals, many bishops gnd many priesis are on
the road to perdition and are taking many souls with
them. ™" Even in the middle of 1963, this declaration made
by Our Lady at Garabandal to Conchita, the main seer,
came like a bombshell and caused much consternalion.

People reacted to it as Our Lord s contemporaries regeted
to His announcement about the Eucharist and the eating of

His body and drinking of His blood: **This sort of talk is

hard to endure! How can anyone take it seriousiy? e 7.60)

For some lme now, inomy constant
aathering of new information on the
revelations at Garabandal, 1 have
comie 1o a clearer understanding of
the mamn reason why Our Lady came
to Grarahandal and better insight indo
the heart of the message that she
broughl to the world in that humble
Spanizh moumtain village.

We could say that one of the prin-
cipal reasons Our Lady revealed
hersell in visions to the Touwr seers
from 1961 (o 1965, was the erisis of
the Church. With equal truth we
could say 1 was the crisis of the
pricsthood, for this crisis 15 at the
very heart of the crisiz of the Church,
As poes Lhe priesthood, so goes the
Clureh,

Therefore 1t seems evident that the
urgent concern of Onr Blessed
Maother as she spoke with the Tfour
wirls al Garsbandal wis the crisis of
Lthie priesthood and the way to deal
withi that crisis. She spoke more of
the priest, his problems and needs,
than of any other single topic, with
the possible exception of the rosary.
Clher things thal she spoke of re-
guently, such as praver and saerifice,
she more often related to priests than
1o any other subject, She was con-
tinually asking the girls to pray and
make sacrifices for priests,

A Simple Message—Hard to Aceept
Oner Laly came with a simple, Forth-
right message for the renewal of the
Church through the resewal of the
pricsthos). The means she proposed
lor thas renewal were prayer and
sacrifice, In essence, her message was

thie basic Christian message of
redemption tirough the cross, the
constanl need of the Church, par-
ticularly in times of crises, for atone-
ment and reparation, 1135 one of the
hardest messages for Us W aceepr,

Ti is =ignificant thal the tme of
Cur Lady's visits 1o Garabandal coin-
cided with the preparation and
viarious sessions of Yatican 11,
Likewise, the purpose of her coming
coincided with thar of the Council,
namely, the renewal of the Church,

Thie miessace of atoncment, of
prayer and sacrifice or pemance, was
i very pnporiant pact of what Our
Lady told us at Lourdes and Fatima,
but there it was aimed at sinners in
peneral and not so specifcally ar
priests, as il was in Garabandal.
Hecause penance tuns counler 10 our
natwre, it is the part of heavenly
messages thal 15 alwavs least heeded,
Thiz is trwe of Garsbandal as 5 s ol
Lourdes and Fatima, 1005 most in-
Fortie it explains why thess
events have nol borpe the
fruit—eonversion and return o Cod
amicl the blessings of pence which flow
from this—ihat heaven was secking.

A Sense of Urgency

It is mmportam o show the fremen-
dous emphasis Our Lady placed on
praver and pemance in her Garaban-
dal messages and how she requested
this principally For priests. As |
gradually became aware of this now
light o information that has become
available, | made the most of recent
apportunitics which permitted me Lo
guestion Mart Loli, one of the

Carpbandal seers, and her mother, |
was overwhelmed by what 1 pathered
i these interviews and feel that it is
most urgend 1o prepare all of this Mor
printing as soon as possible. Tt is now
unmistakably clear to me that the
matin reason why Our Lady cume
Ciarrabamdal was the ersis of the Church
and of the priesthond, And if we ana
Ivze what our heavenly Mather said,
Ut crisis has not vet ceached 1ts peak.

[ was evident 1o me from the
beginning that the overall purpose of
Our Lady’s coming af Garabandal
was the erizsiz of the Church,
however, it s only recently that |
have become aware of ow muoch Our
Lady said about this crisis and wihist
precise and alarming things she
predicted with regacd 1o,

There are three “unplensant™
things that evervone has known since
my [irst books and pamphlets ap-
preared., These are the prophecics
about the Warning, the conditiconal
Chastisement, and the statement of
the Second Message of Garabandal:
“Many cardinals, many kishops, and
many pricsts are on the road w perdi-
tion and are tking many souls with
ifrem, ™" Oor Lady was fally aware
(bt ol the heart of the prablem of &
marally sick world and Church, was
the crisis of the priesthood, It was the
center of Our Lady™s attention in le
meny visils, messiages and converss-
tons with e ;..'il Is i Carabandal,
She may have mentioned the rosary
more often thon the priesthood, o
wliimately even the rosery, as a  [onm
ol praver, wis very mush linked (o
ihe priestheod.

Or Laddy CGives the Bemedy

There alse exists a superabundance
of evidence that the solution Our
Lud}' ;Jrl.:l|_‘:-|_|-::.q:|.| 1o alleviaie this crisis
of priesthood, was prayer and
sacrilice, The Forms of prayer she
asked Tor were varicd amd inchadesd
Mioss and Communion, visiting the
Blessed Sacrament, the rosary, ansl
reflection on the passion of Jeses,
The wearing of the scapular can also



all by the power of her pravers. She
was God™s answer Lo the challenge of
unbeliel.

The Marringe

During the celebration that followed
thedr wedding, Anna and Domenico
Fowened the conraze nod 1o Teel the in-
compatibilities that divided them.
These came later in the strain and
clush of life. It was the marriage of a
woll and a lamb. He was abstinate
and possessed of a violent temper.
The least lidile ¢hing, il nod exactly
just s, would set him off on a ram-
pase, Evervane in the family had o
be ot his beck and call. Anna knew it
well, She would not hesitate 1o
dismmiss the most Mustrious visilors Lo
ler bome once the despanding
Domenico reached the threshold, She
served him as the master in every way
that she could. She never denied him
amy of his righls nor b she ever
asserted any of her own, In modesty
and mortification she obeyed her ls-
bl as the representative of Oor
Lord and did all she conld to win him
o Gl 10 was mol enough 1o be obe-
dient and go where he led; vet by
winning his total love amd respect she
drew him to holiness, By making a
generous sierifice of her own inglina-
tions to Gind, God inspired her with
His counsels.

Therein lay the whole seerel of the
Blessed Anna Maria Taigi, a mode] of
wives: sell-renungiation. The wolf will
riage, butl a smile and a still tongee
will appease lns wralh.,

The Blessed Virgin Mary, appear-
ing to Anna Maria, was even mone
precise:

“Koow well, My dear davghter,
that here below vou will hiave Do
every ong geosd day o humdred bad
ones, becanse vouw mesi be like my
Son Jesws, You must be devoted
above all o doing His will and sub-
milling wour own constantly w His in
the state of life to which it has
picased Mlim 1o call you; therem lies
vour special voeation. Later on, when
peaple come 1o examine your conduct

- . . dher fife is the fulfiflmient of
the messages of Fatirma and af
Cravabandal . . the message of
sanciffying the ordinary things of
K evervday stafe in fife in
reparation for sin by penance angd
sactifice for the conversion of
SIS,

mare ¢lasely, every individual must
be able to convinee himself that it is
possible 1o serve God in all states and
conditions of life withowat the perfor-
manee ol great cxlerior penances,
provided only one fights vigoronsly
against onc’s passions and conforms
onesell 1in all things oo the holy will
of God, Remember it s far more
MLErLOCious [0 renounes ane's own
will and submit oneself entirely fo the
will of God ithan 1o perform the
greatest bodily mortifications.™

Mot herhood

Adter the children had received
catechism instruction and had miade
their communion, Anme Maria con-
tinued with the spiritual Tormation of
each one, On rising in the morning,
Family prayers; aller dinner, the
Rosary, on their knees, with a
reading from the lile of the saint of
the day, On Sundays and haly days
she made the pirls avcompany her 1o
Use Bospilal o train them in the wiys
of charity. She would always Train
her ehildren o keep busy at all times.
It was o habit which developed into o
necessity, She wonld allen sy,
“laziness is the mother of all vices.™
She loved all ber children 1enderly,
but would punish tem moderaiely,
using the srick if necessary, bul
prefermed 1o make them go withowt
dinner. hMost of the tme this was sul-
Ticient. All of them were good
catholics and lowly working folk,
They were not saintly, Haliness 15 i
heroditary.

Hard times and misToriune cansed

B e’ ovd Moy S0 F020, the fevorrae Hody
of Anra-Afaerie Taigl 15 (o oy fecflor af Son
Crisoona, Nome

her married children (o retern 1o live
with Anma Maria as they had no-
where else 1o go. She would, in
perfect kindness and charily, assist
each and give all thar she had 1o com-
fort them and make them happy. The
household wis continwously Ml and
almost always happy. Her davughters-
in-law were also 1o add to the
measure of her sanctily as there were
many personality defeis Tor them ta
overcome. Anna Maria showed
remarkable patience with all of her
fomily and especially with her
daughters-in-law,

MAnma Maria also had to undergo
the pains of griel having assisted at
the death of [our of her children
refore her own departure from this
world,

1 shall save your children,™ said
Our Lord to her one day,” For they are
Maod of vour blood. Moreover, they
are poor, and the poor are my
friends. Yes, | shall save them,
though they have many Tanlis,'”

The mission of this saintly soul, ac-
cording o the Decree of Deatifica-
tio, is manifold.

It s fiest of all a unigue model for
the family, For wives and mothers. [t
concerns a soul quite different from
the virging, nuns and widows canon-
ized by the Chureh, The Blessed Amn-
na Taigl alome pressots 1o our eves
thie holiness of (the mather of many
children, of the wife who until death
abides subject to a hushand *god-
Fearing and upright, but unpolishead,
rough and turbulent.”™ She is a mode]
lor all wives, bul especially For those
whe gain their hread by the sweat of
their brow; Blessed Anna Tagi was
poor, In hee the Church will canonize
the common life, the deal of
Mazareth.

Secondly, in this common life An-
i Taigi is a victim of cxpiation; she
atoned for the sins of the shepherd
and the sheer, O the heart of this
paor worman the justice of God
sirikes as onoan anvil. At the same
thme she was the lighining rod of the
Papacy and of the world.



he considercd o Form of prayer amnd
supplication, The sacrifice she ex-
plicitly sowght above all else was
fidleliny 1o daily duty and 1he aoeep-
tance of all the suftering, pain amnd
hardship it invelves, When the girls
asked Our Lady how (o make
sierifices, she told them o be ohe-
dient amd 1o be patient. Every day
Cind's providence provides
disagreeable things that ick ws and
couse s b0 suffer in various degrees.
He is asking us to accept all this suf-
Fering in stoncment Far the sins of
the world and particularly of the
pricsthood, and to join these to the
rosary andd other pravers that we of-
fer for these saome mtentions, The im-
portance of praving for priests cannol
be emphasized enough, Everyone can
offer the sufferings of their day and
their daily rosary For this intention.
Hely Hours can be established for the
purpose of prayving for pricsis.

Chir Lady has given us the solution—
it 15 wrgent that we fulfill ber reguest.
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