“Garabandal Saved My Priestly Life

By Father Richard Gilsdorf

I learned about Garabandal in 1966 and it saved my priestly
life. Near the end of the Council and in the heady years fol-
lowing this epochal event, the lethal “spirit of Vatican Il
was spawned. The letter of the Council, its genuine and
orthodox interpretation, was quietly laid to rest. Few both-
ered to read the documents, the acta. A whole “new church, ™
as it was ingenuously called, was confured up by liberated
lecturers and publicisis. It was not only the traditional ritual
and devotional forms which were declared open to radical
change, but the very dogmas of faith and morals were soon
considered fair targets for revision and dissent.

St Perer s Square illuminared on e
might af the opening of the Cowncil.
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Thas revolution was most acutely
experienced in the seminaries and
convenls, | was an instrucior in g
seminary during the dawn of this bold
new age, I followed the Council
avidly and was clated by its progress
and promase. B [ was beginning 1o
be seduced by the psewdo-spirit which
was bMowing all around us.

AL this crucial point, in 1966, 1 red
a brief news sccount about the appan-
tions of Garabandal in Span. [ sent
for the pioncer account of Sanche:-
Wonturi. [t was a spectal grace, a gift
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of discernment from Cur Lady of
Good Counsel, 1 wias sent away for
further studies in Scripture, The need
o discern hecame all the more urgent
i i eme of scholarly ferment amd syvs-
tematic demythologiring.

When T returned with my doctorare,
the seminary was already near disso-
Jutien and | was assigned (0 pasioral
work. Through all these vears, 1 kept
carefully informcd on the events and
miessages, the “words and deeds.”™ of
Grarnbandnl. A memorable diy was o
visit tovmy parish by Jooy Lomangino.

Against this brietly sketched back-
pround D would like o e just & fow
o thes many elements of Garabundal
that Bave sustained ol lierally
“soved” mie during vears of spiritual
peril and acute inlerior sulfering.

I was powerfully stimulated, as 0
said, by the announcement and pro-
eress of Matican 11 [0 was an unex-
pected joy that soearly in my priesiy
life such 2 historie event shouald eocur,
[T any Label could be stuck on me, |
was rooting for what then was gl
the “hiberal™ or " progressive” side,
When 1 learned, in 1966, aboul the
reponicd apparitions in northern
Spain, it struck me as more than a
coincidence that the vears of Mary's
“residence”™ in Garabandal concurred
with thase of the courmenical council.
Just Fovw one shauld interpret that face
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5 M easy 10 surmmise. Perbaps Gara-
il weirs 1o stand as Heaven's come-
roentary on the aofa of the Council.
giving the faithtul a key w the genmne
mcamng of Yatican ITand an antidore
against the “spirit™ which spon wonld
be propazated, Whatever the case, the
mene concidence sounded analarm
[or e o evaluale the tides of change
witly ulmst care.

Fatima and Garvabandal
T slsey hocame convinecd that the Mes-
saze of Garabandal was a restatement
of Fatimi with an updating, imterpret-
inge swhial hasd happencd belore and
what lie ahead e the near future. The
fact that these evenls ok place so
somn afler the expectod date for the
revelation of the “third sceret™ of
Fatmma hagl passed with the subse-
quent disappointment of many whao,
perhaps with disordered curiosity, hadl
cagerly awaited a public disclosure,
led me w see a relationship of e two
visitations of Mary in our century,
The whale aunosphere of the appa-
riticons af Crerabandal, as well as the
summary of iis themes in the final
Muessage, seemed o convey what
many cxperts belicve 0 constitwle a
major pact of the Fatima secret,
namely, erisis within the Church,
erave assault against the Holy Eucha-
rist, the pricsthood, the papicy, devo-



ton o Mary amd the virlual apostasy
which could only be maxde possible by
a divided hierarchy. At Fatima, Mary
warned that Russia would spread is
errors throughout the workl, Russia’s
errors were, by delinition, a godless
“diglectic materialism. ™ T realized
that, withowt polincal or malitary com-
quest, the Church in the western
nationss il meewittimgly succuambed
without strugale to the “errors™ of
Fussii.

summit of Christian Life

The final Message recaps the miajor
themes of Garabandal, The Most
Holy BEucharist, the Mystery of Fuaith,
is the core of Mary's Message. As the
Council seomaznificently asserted.
this Sacraneent is ~the source and
stmmie of all Christian life.™
Throwghout the days and vears of ber
visitation on the mouncain, Mary
darectly amd mdirectly focused our
attention on the Keal Prescence of her
Son. “Why don’ you visil my Son
more ofien? He waits for you night
and day. ™ The frequent reception of
Holy Commmunion by the girls through
the ministry of an angel, crowned by
the “mlagrucu™ of the visible Host,
are woven into the pattern like a mys-
Lie threswd, Ooe of the Uousands of
asteunding episodes wouched my
heart: thal of the vanity compact that

hael been used during the Spanish per-
secutions to carmy the Sacred Host 1o
prisoners for the Faith, Both the ¢hil-
dren and the crowd were puiceled
when Mary asked 10 kiss it hefore all
else: I belongs w my Son.” What a
reminder of reverence for the sacred
vissels!

While the first Message (October
18, 1961) sdmonishes us o 7., visic
the Blessed Sacrament freguently, ™
the Dl Messape June 18, 1963)
transenils the heartrending verdict of
Meaven: "Less and less importance is
being wiven o the Eucharist.™ This
came at a time when the waning of
Eucharistic faith with the consegquent
neglect, doubt, denial, conempt,
abuse and sacrilese had scarcely com-
meenced, For centuries the Churel bad
numured @ protective hedge around
her most precious Treasurne, the
Eucharist, incestimabile dowmr—ihe
Gl bevond price. Yet, in the past fow
chaote decades. this hedge has been
dismantled piece by piece until now
the Sacred Species stands cxposed o
the whims and Gables of everyone,
The: doctrine of this Mystery of Faith
bis Bacin all But lost w most of our
acneration. The practical results: [ew
visils, [ew signs of reverence, let
alone of adoration, for what is often
casually treated as mere bread and
wine, impotent symbols more of secu-

Opening session of the Seeond Wrieas
Cewnnecil in Sy Peter'’s Busilica. The
“spoirr cof Baetean B tler prevarled after
the Conncil was a far ory from wiat the
Cionenpedd Fatlers inended.

Lar themes than of saceed Bealities,

Here the Message in a fow wonds
rescued my conscience, The Loss of
Eucharistic sdoration has become s
constant and increasing suffering in
my prigstly life, Al pastors are com-
mitssioned 10 be cusiodians of the
Eucharist. [ find myself engaged ina
daily froni-ling combat (o prodect {hur
Loed and keep my people in their
instinctive reverence and faith, 1 have
been blessed with deeply devout peo-
ple who give me much consolation.
Yot the meneral atmosphere they often
mect elsewhere and the disedifving
example of some visitors is perplexing
toy theerm.

The Message itsell seems 1o be nep-
anve, bat taken as a verdict from
Heaven, it has confirmed my own
assessment of what is perhaps the
gravest threat to Catholic hife.

Pricstly IMemity

And the Eucharst can never be sepa-
rated Teom ihe priesthood. This is
another major motif of Garabandal —
deep comcern for pricsts, Conching
remrked that almost every doy Mary
spoke of pricsis, Whilc many pricsis
were aponiding over an “identity cri-
15,7 in i remide village, Heaven wis
proclmmung. m words and deeds, the
grandeur and dignity of the pricstly
character, s true identicy, Mary
showed a personal maternal love for
all pricsts. becanse they are her sons,
other Christs. [ cannol here elaborate
om whal most resders know so well. |
will miention only the fact that the
angel distributed Holy Communion to
the warls only when the priest, the
ordinary minister, wis not in the vil-
lage. When Conchita, prompted by
observers, asked how the angel
obtained Hosls since only pricsts
could consecrate, the angel confirmed
that indeed only pricsts could consce-
crate. The Hosts were taken from
carthly tubernacles. Mary repeated 10
the girls that traditional admonition; if
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they met a priest and anoangel at the
smme time, they should [irst reverenee
the priest.

But alter all this, we bear the shock-
ing lines of the final Message: ~Many
cardimals. many bishops and many
pricsls arc on the ol 10 perdition
and are taking many souls with
them.™ We can unlerstumd the reluc-
tance of Conchita to divulge these
words, Had not Mary bersell formed
the girls in loving reverence for
pricsts? Thene wits even & [aous femm-
porary evaston on Concliala’™s par.
The first vorsion mentioned only
“many pricsts.” When the bishop
asked her whether this was exactly
what the Archongel snid, she then
adied: =Many cardinals, many hish-
ops. .. When askaed why she had o
ineluded this fuller formula, Conchita
replicd, ™ Aren’t they also priesis?™

Two Divergent Roads

How can wie reconcile the contras?
The words of the Messaae mive us the
very reason why the sublimary of the
prricsthood necds 1o be cmphasized
and “why the Guethful must pray fer-
vently for the shepherds ol their souls,

Wihile the words are soindicting amnd
st s negative., they rendered o
special service o me, 1, too, had
cxperienead the reluctance of Con-
chita, In the carly days, 1 siruggled 1o
explain the drilt of so many brother
priesis i matters of doctrine and dis
cipling, Was 1 misjudging after oll?
But then the Diner realization: pricsis
were o divicded into two groups
trnveling along two divergent rouds.
And despite socumulating evidenee, it
was several years before 1 could lToree
myysell o the Tuller troth. Inbeed, car-
dinals and bishops werne also pricsis,
anil Tike their pricsas, they, oo, were
divided on the two ronds: allegiance
or aliemation,

Throughout the apparitions, Mary,
Mather of the Church, underscored
the supreme unifying authority of the
papasy. The two rosds we have spo-
ken of, inothe final analysis, are those
of allegiance o the Pope or alicnation
fromn him, The Pope s the mock, the
key-bearer, the vicar, the universal
shephicrd, and sl who dissent, even
the g hest pastors, are “on e rogd
Lo perdition. .. 10 s this defection
that is mainly responsible for the phe-

normenon of confiedon which Mary
foretald would mtensify until the tune
of the Miracle, When the shepherds
are stricken, the Dock will be dis-
persed. The mysterious = count-
down”™ on the recem popes cnding
with John Paul 11, will sizgnal of finafe
e fos tieverpes, ierally “ihe end of
the times™ but variously interpreted.
This prophecy does, however, give us
consoling metice that the present anar-
chiy will not endure. Thene will be a
tme bt to Ssian's illusory triumph.

Warning-Miracle-Chastisement

As the crisis deepens, it becomes
increasimgly evident thar the pro-
phetic cloments must Be the solution,
When nothing on earth can avail, then
Heaven will imervene, And of all pos-
sible forms that intervention could
take, the sequence of Warning-Mira-
cle-conditional Chastisement scems to
mirror maxsd perfectly the mercy and
justice of God. The Warning. “a cor-
rection of the conscience of the
sweorrlel, ™ o gnticipaion in tme of our
individual judgment in ¢lernity, 1%
surely the ultimare appeal of Giod's
merey. [ have often noted the connec-
tion of these events with the revelation
of Divine Mercy 1o Sister Faustina.

The ereat Mirzcle will be an oul-

pouring of the healing love and
cleansing mercy oF Christ™s Heart to
those whe have responded to the
Warning, Will the Cross of Christ,
appearing in the skies and iHuminasting
the carth, as foretold w Sister Faus-
tina. be somebwow linked to the Mira-
cle? In this age of electronic and
satellite communication, the impact of

Mart Lati, fefe. aned Coneedeile recene
irvistiade Crunpneeion feome S Meiclaer.
Thee eviads o e Becherrdsr dhar developred
lrer seeniy for fve daren urj.'in;u'l:r:.'ra,"n' i
Caeergefrnelnal seisle as grent esnphiosis on
ifre Enclearist,
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