THE CATHOLIC PRIEST
A MANSETAPART

By Fr. Franklyn MeAfee

In his lenter to priests, Pope John Paul If told of a
place where people gathered often abowt an altar
and placed upon it the stole of a priest. There would
be no Mass because there was no priest, so the
people by themselves would recire together the
words of the Mass until they reached the words of
CONSecration.




THE CATHOLIC PRIEST:

A MANSETAPART

Then they paused in a long silence
broken only by sabbing from the
pricstless congregation, What they
would give to have a priest with
them! Thev would not care if he
were yvoung or old, liberal or con-
servalive, o brilliant or horng
speaker, and they would nol b con-
cermed i he were able to Keep
down the parish debt or worked ef-
[ectively with a parish council.
They wanted the hands, the heart,
Lhe mind of a peiest of Jesus Christ,
These lavpeople knew what oo
many {including priests) have for-
eopbfon: that ot Mass “the ineffable
ereatness of the human priest stands
cud imoall its splendoc™ (Pivs X1,

Altempis io Diminish the Kole of
the Priest

Yot, in recent years, the priest has
heen seen by the reformers as a
combination of a Protestant mimisier
and social worker. A& religious order
of priests ram an ad recently in
sonne national newspapers listing
the work Lhal conld be done by

sopeons aspiring to priesthood in
their congregation. One Tunction
was that vou could help someone
learn 1o type! All the examples that
were piven could have been done by
i layman, Not once were the sacra-
ments mentioned, nor prayer.

A priest is supposed to be a med-
iator between God and man, “Once
the saceificial, penitential and mor-
Lified side of the vocation is lost,
then the priesthood reduces itself
exclusively to social welfare,™ oh-
served Archbishop Fulton 1. Sheen.
And our Holy Father agrees as he
urges priests o involve themselves
with their people—"but always as o
priest.””

And then there are those who
stress that the priest’s role at Mass
15 merely as presider, there st the
altar by the whim of the congrega-
ticen. Althoush they maght alse sav
that he presides as the representative
ol Chirist, it would be a representa-
tion not radically different from
those assembled in the pews. Tlhis
view is born from the wediding of

twor false ideas. that the Mass is

not g sacrificoe, and that
pricstly ordination is
merely an official
delegation by
Lthe bishop
and the
-
nily to
doin the
fame of
all what could
be done by all.
It comecides with
the trend (o blir of
eradicate the essenlial
distinction between the
priesthood of the laity and

“The priest 8l s preinelpal Rusaon
oo e e colebrites the Fuctiarist, ™
Flalfu Fad 117 :

the ordained proesthood. Some theo-
losians even go so far as to deny
that Josus Chrst directly instituted
the priesthood at the Last Supper,

Bv Whose Authority?

“The Eucharist is the principal and
central raisowr o ‘etve of the sacra-
ment of the pricsthood whicks effec-
Lively earpe fiefa belig af e ios
ey af the insritiiion of e
Fucharise, ... With these words,
Pope John Paul 1T realTirmed the
dogmatic definition of the Council
ol Trent (and refers his readers Lo i)
which leaves no doubd as (o the
Church™ official teaching on the
matter. And it wias at the precise
moment that the Bucharist came
into heing—""Do this in memory of
Me” —thal the priest received his
aulborily.

The authority the priest exercises
in the community comes (rom his
authority over the Evucharistic Body
of Christ upon the altar. When he
exercises any priestly role, bt es-
pecially when he celebrates the Holy
Sacrifice of the Mass, he is acting,
not on the autherty of the congre-
sation but as a delegate of God. It
is only from Christ that the priest
draws his authority.,

“In Persona Christi*

Although altempts to eradicate the
distinction between the priesthood
of the laity and the ordained priest-
hood are dong in the niame of the
Council, the Council reallirmed the
Fundamental difference between
the priest and the laity. The Holy
[Father also states, * . . . the priest
celebrant who, by conlecling the
Holy Sacrifice and by acting iy
preesarr Chels i is sacramentally (ansd
incffably) brought inlo that most :
profound sacredness and made part
of it. . . . This means more than of- -



Tering ‘inn the name of ar “in the
place of Chrst', f# persong means
specific sacramental identilfication
with the “Etemnal High Priest™,.”
His Prncipal Mission
The priest revolutionacy? The priest
lobbyist? The priest facilitator? The
priest Lyping teacher? The Pope
gvs, "The priest fulfills his principal
mission and 5 manifested in all his
fullness when he celebrates the
Eucharist.” The Pape was echoing
the feaching of Vatican 11: “Priests
{ulfill their chicef duty in the mys-
tery of the Eucharistic Sacrifice.”
Thus it is the Mass that is the
locus of priestly identity. It is the
Mass that is the heart of the priest-
hood. What priest could be confused
25 to his role who would ponder the
traditional doctrine proclaimed
refreshingly new by this sreat Pon-
titf? He repeats again to a cynical
and seculanized world what 5S¢,
Auvgustine said cenluries before,
O Eruly we must venerale the diag-
nity of priests in whoss hands the
son of God is incamated as in the
womb of the Virgin.”

“Maximum miraculum Christi™

The author of the fmitetion of
Chrise wrote: “'When the priest
celebrates he honors God, he re-
Joices the angels, he edifies the
Church, he helps the living, he
abtxins repose For the dead.”” What
a inission to have in life, what an
adventlure to undertake! And it
belongs entirely to the pricsts of
Tesus Christ, So tremendous is the
offering of Mass, that if 3 pricst
should die after celebrating one Mass
his life would be complete for there
would remain nathing in this world
hes could further do which would
surpass the one precious Calvary
hour, His parents could rejoice that
their selfless love and many years of

erowth and prayer had produced
such great fruit; their own flesh and
blocd standing at the altar in the
very person of Chnst and bringing
upon that altar the sacred flesh and
blood of Christ the Son of Mary.
One can certainly see why 51
Thomas Aquinas referred to the
Holy Mass as “msravirnunr siiracn-
frry Chiristi™ —""1he preatest of all
Christ’s miracles™

It was the vision of celebrating
the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass that
drew many young boys in the past
to seck the priesthood. 1 know that
it was the pnomary reason that [ be-
came interested in being a priest,
Some may dream of hnding a cure
foor cancer, or heing elected Presi-
dent, or becoming an astronaut, or
the prosident of o larpe corporation,
and these aspirations are good andd
exciling. But nothing can compare
to the celebration of the Holy Sac-
rifice ol the Mass, an event whose
worth is so singular and incompre-
hensible that 51, John Fuodes was
moved to say, “To celehrate Holy
Mass properly, three efemities would
ke necessary: one to prepare, ohe
to celebrate, one (o give thanks.™
The fmitation of Christ savs: “Oh,
how great and honorable is the
office of pricsts, to whom it is given
to consecrate with sacred wornds
the Lord of majesty: to bless Him
with their lips, to hold Him with
their hands, 1o receive Him with
their mouths, and to administer
Him to others.™

Edify or Scandalize

In speaking of the manner in which
the Holy Euchanst is celehrated,
the Holy Father said, ** . . . this
manifestation is more complete
when he [the priest] himself al-
lows the depth of that mystery to
become visible, so that it alone
shines forth in people’s hearts.™

When the priest celebrates Holy
Mass he can by his conduct cither
edify the people and decpen the
depth of the love of the Eucharistic
mystery within them or he can dis-
terly their faith, play bavoe with
their spiritual sensitivities and di-
minish the love of the Eucharist.
The Pope urges his priests to pray
the words of the Consecration with
“humility and simplicity, in a
worthy and fitting way in keeping
with their holiness.” And (hese
words which are *the essential act
of the Eucharistic hiturgy™ are to be
performed “unhurriedly™ 50 as to
manifest “the greatness of this mys-
tery.” 5t. John Vianney said: “How
mch o be pitied 15 the priest wha
says Mass with no greater care than
he shows in performing any ordin-
ary action.'” How tragic it is to see 4
pricst celebrate the Mass with dis-
fraction or in a rusl, or even worse,
to break a rubric or even 1o refuse
to genuflect before the ody and
Blood of his Lord!

If the pricst has forgoticn the
Mass or forgets what the Mass truly
is, he will soon forget who he is. |
remember a few years back attend-
ing a Mass celebrated by a very holy
priest whe it was said could actual-
Iy see Christ at the conscoration,
When the pricst reached the words
ol consecration, and elevated the
host his face actually lit up and a
Jovous smile camie over his counten-
ance a5 he stood motdionless gazing
at the Victim he held in his un-
worthy hands, “There is no greater
act than the consecration of the
body and blood of Jesus Christ,’”
ai. Thomas Aquinas said,

As the priest raises up the sacred
Host and precious chalice of blood
for the adoration of the people he
becomes greater than Hercules Lift-
ing up far more than a universe
with his mortal arms, CJ



Manolin Remembers

An iterviow conducted by Adela Bertvard for GARABANDAL

José Manuel {Manolin) Diez is one of te most wnigue wintesses
of the Garabandal events that we have ever had the good fortine
aof interviewine. fi F90 0 when the ecstasies firse beean, Manolin
was H vears ofd. Now, nwenrv-two vears later; he can sifl recall
with vivid deteail, those incredible happenings that were so much a
part af his own childhood. Here, in s own words, are some of
the episodes that have lefi a lasting impression on him,

The First Apparition

[ sEill have the impression that it
happened today, especially when |
think of how 1 cried and what 1 had
said.

[ used to live in @ house near Che
road that leads up to the pines and
the girls used to come and ask my
mother and some of the other
women living nearby 1o accompany
them to where the Virgin or the
Anpgel was appearing al Ll time.
Finally, my mother and the other
wormen said, “Why shouldn’t we go?
Why shouldn’™t we go to sec what
they do?™ [ remember whien we lefl
the front of my house, | asked my
mother, “Mama, can [ come?™ And

she answered, “Yes, come.™

As soom a5 we arrived at the spot,
w s The wirls Tall on their knees
in ecstasy as they always would,
and we wers very surprised. Then
my mother and the other women
Degan Lo scream., My God! This is
true!™ One of the women, Angelits,
triced to goin front of them but as
son a5 she tricd, she saad she
couldn’t; that there was something
stapping her from going in front.
That's when the six or eight women
there gol nervous and started (o

Frlgrivns pray af thee pienes, Manolin and his
Sriendd wieh Sacinta and Lodd Rod elinded
Fiae sweailest of the pvve Proes, ar the fefe,
witeTr fe wisioemaries foll fimio costasy,
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seream and cry and also pray. Since
I was only a chald T started to cry too
and probably more than them.

Then, wanting to save the situa-
tion for the women and especially
sinnee my mother was there, 1 said
to Conchita, *Do vou still see it, do
vou still see i7" as thoueh nod
wanling them o sce it anvmore 50
that the women would stop their
screaminge and crying, Well, we began
to prav and after about 15 or 20
minules, Che apparition ended.
Evervone was very appy and [Fom
that moment on people accom-
panigd the girls, Girst the village
people, then from Cosio, ete., until
loday when people come here from
all parts of the worlsdl.

An Unuoswal Apparition

Ome day, Jacinta, Mari Loli, another
friend of mine, Torin, and T wene
playing marhles, or one of those
chilifren’s gamaes, at the pines. I
was a pleasant day, around this
time of the vear (June) in either
1962 o 1963, 1 was 12 or 13 vears
ald,

While we were playing, one of us
boys thought of getting some pine
cones and the casiest way Lo do that
wits Lo climb the smallest of the
pine trees. We climbed first and the
pirls next. Half wayv up the pine,
Laoli tells me, 1 helieve that we are
about to see the YViegin becnose |
gat the third call.” Then we boys
gaid, “Hey, not here! Don®™ let the
Virgin appear here because look,
what i you Fall? Don't even think
about it! We're petting down right
this minure.”

As we were saying this, quite up-
set and quite worried, they fell into
costasy. AL first 1 thought it might
be i joke because sometimes they
would kid us, but boyv, you could
really tell the difference from when
they were Eidding and when they



COPYRIGHT CLAIM
This website's confent is copyrighted and protecied by U.5. and worldwide copyright laws and treaty provisions.

In addition, this website's conlent iz protecied by trademark laws, the laws of privacy and publicity, and
communication regulations and statues.

You may print or distribute a copy of the infermation contained heregin for your perzonal non-commercial use
only, and any such reproduction or distribution must net contain any changes whatsocever in content or
otherwise be used in a manner which in any way distorts its meaning.

© 2002 Workers of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Inc. All Rights Reserved.



